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The Unchangeable God 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


IMES change and men change with 
them, 
For still the New allures, 
Their purpose falters ever, 

No plan of theirs endures ; 
Strange gods demand their worship, 
- Strange creeds that come and go; 
Men’s thoughts and men’s opinions 

Are tides that ebb and flow. 

On ever-shifting currents 

Their minds drift to and fro, 
Their wav’ring wills are shaken 

By all the winds that blow. 

But steadfast as the mountains 

And surer than the sea 
And fixed as are the heavens,— 

God is and God shall be. 








Because We Have Received 
It is a risky thing to go to a summer conference 
and get a great blessing. For God is going to require 


more of us than ever before. But it is a perfectly safe 
risk, if we look unto Him who ‘‘is able.’’ A confer- 
ence leader said in a letter to those who had enjoyed 


its blessings: ‘*I think I ought to remind you of the’ 


imperative need laid upon us all to do something this 
fall and winter, if our conference privileges are not to 
become our condemnation,"’ Privilege that is not 
Shared becomes condemnation. But privilege can 
always be shared. We are to do something, not in 
order to have a blessing, but because we have a bless- 
ing. God will show us what forms our service should 
take, This does not mean that we ought necessarily 
to load up with a great lot of outward activity. God 


may want us to do less than ever before in order that 
we may do more than ever before. The greatest ser- 
vice we- can render in His work is the service of 
prayer, intercession, But in whatever way the Lord 
leads us, the blessing poured out will mean the biess- 
ing increased, 
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When God Rebukes 


God's sharp rebuke is an invitation to come close 
to him in loving fellowship, A mother noticed that her 
little daughter of thirteen months when rebuked for dis- 
obedience would stop the forbidden thing, turn toward 
her mother and run with uplifted arms to be taken up 
and held close. God's rebuke and his punishment 
carry with them the free forgiveness of an unspeakably 
tender heart of love. When we run to him we are es- 
caping from our own sin: his arms are the hiding 
place from our great Adversary. Let us, as the little 
child, accept his invitation to draw near, and be folded 
in those arms, even when it is pain-bringing chasten- 
ing that gives the love-filled invitation. 


x 
“It’s Natural for Her’’ 


When men agree that it is ‘‘natural’’ for one to 
act in a certain way, it is time to beware. For many 
of the things men and women find it natural to do 
are just the things God hates. A Christian leader of 
remarkable power in service was telling a friend of 
an obscure woman who had been a great inspirer of 
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The Fool’s 


LL the world’s religions are witnesses to man’s 
conviction that he was meant to live in a state 
of exaltation, and therefore must be discontented 

with the moods that accept a dull, plodding, unin- 
spired existence as the best he is capable of. They 
offer to men something better and brighter than what 
Macdonald calls ‘‘the grey of life’? something that 
has the charm and color of joy. Some of them seek 
to impart this through inspiring music, splendid archi- 
tecture, stately processions, gorgeous ritual. Others 
offer exciting dances, the repetition of sacred names 
and phrases in loud and exhausting utterance. Others 
call men to inward contemplation in which the de- 
votee is ‘*wrapt from the fickle and the frail’’ into 
ecstatic vision of divine beholdings. 

But man’s commonest attempt at exaltation is intox- 
ication, alcoholic or otherwise, in which the spirit is 
‘*made perfect’? through the flesh, the burden of 
troubles rolled away for the time, the man left happy 
with a happiness for which he has to pay dearly in the 
end. Thus the Aryans of India worshiped the Soma 
plane as a divine thing, because it seemed to lifta man 
out of himself into a state ofexaltation. But the wiser 
Persians saw in this plane a curse and a blight of our 
nature, and the gods named in the Indian Vedas as 
associated with its work are in the Persian Avesta de- 
scribed as evil demons. The Old Testament confirms 
the Persian view when it forbids the use of wine by 
the Nazirites, the specially dedicated and devout class 
in Israel. 

There is a remarkabie reference to this matter in 
Paul's great and profound epistle to the Church of 
Ephesus. That was a city of religious importance in 
the pagan world. © It throve by a traffic in the Asiatic 
devotion to Diana,—not the ‘chaste huntress’’ of 
Greek mythology, but a being of far lower pitch, as her 
monstrous images show. In more than one passage 
Paul refers to this and related abominations of Ephes- 
ian paganism, saying in one case, ‘*And such were 
some of you, but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified.”’ 
In this last and worst age of classic heathenry physical 


his life and who to him represented the highest type 
of Christian. She was a refined woman who lived in 
surroundings of peculiar hardship and poverty, with 
grandchildren who often were a trial. ‘‘It is nat- 
ural,’’ her admirer said, ‘‘for that dear old woman 
occasionally to become irritated with those children.'’ 
‘Yes,’ his friend answered, ‘‘it would be super- 
natural for her not to be. And that’s the way God 
wants us to live.’"’ That it was really so¢ ** natural "’ 
for this saintly woman to give way to irritation was 
shown by her deep grief and contrition whenever the 
sin did break out. The only comfortable life for the 
real Christian is the supernatural life, —and God offers 
it to each ot his children, 
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Sincerity’s Failure 

Sincerity is a dangerous quality when it is not 
linked with another indispensable companion. Few 
men who are endeavoring to do good are insincere, in 
the ordinary meaning of that word. Yet many of 
these ‘‘sincere’’ men are doing incalculable harm. 
“*Mr. is absolutely sincere,’’ said a friend of his 
earnestly. ‘If he discovered that what he was teach- 
ing was not truth, he would destroy all the books he 
has written.’” Meanwhile he has not discovered it, 
and the poison-distributing books continue to circu- 
late. Is this the reason Paul told the Corinthians 
(and us) to purge out the old leaven and keep the 
feast ‘‘with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth’’? 
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Key to Paradise 


intoxication played a great part. The worship of 
Dionysus (Bacchus) was the most generally diffused 
cult of western Asia. His orgies were scenes of wild 
riot, stimulated by strong drink, and finding expres- 
sion in mad noises and races, often terminating in 
mutilation and murder, 

The Ephesian Christians had witnessed such scenes ; 
some had taken part in them. But the apostle is not 
content with forbidding them. As Henry Drummond 
says, his gospel is not a problem in subtraction, but 
in addition, Paul portrays a scene of marked contrast 
to the wild riot of Dionysiac worship, and yet not un- 
related to it. Christians are to be exalted not less, but 
more, than these pagans, above the uninspired level 
of ordinary life. ‘*Be not drunken with wine, where- 
in is riot; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking one 
to another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, sing- 
ing and making melody in your hearts to the Lord.’’ 

That is the Christian solution of the problem which 
had occupied the thought of ages. Not by wine, but 
in the fellowship of God's Spirit, are men to find that 
rapture of joy which so many had sought and were 
sure they had aright to enjoy. The external effects 
of the two may be so nearly alike that the one may be 
mistaken for the other. When the Spirit came upon 
the Church at Pentecost, some ot the spectators were 
only confounded, ‘‘but others mocking said, they are 
filled with new wine.’’ But the two experiences differ 
by the width of the sky. Here is no temporary effect 
of things lower than man upon his sensitive nature. 
Here is a lasting fellowship with the highest. Here 
is. no confusion of maddening and incoherent cries, 
but the joyous and orderly praise of God, either by the 
individual worshiper or by the congregation of God's 
people. Here is the beginning of a new dispensation 
of divine gifts, in which the humblest and the feeblest 
can claim their right to fellowship with the living God. 
Here is the coming of that kingdom which is ‘not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit.""’ Here is the proper key to 
the right paradise, not the fool’s key to a false paradise. 
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The Apostolic Church entered into this new life of 
exalted joy with their whole heart. There is in all 
literature no such book of joyous uplift as the New 
Testament,—of pure, real and substantial joy: the 
joy of the hard won victory and of the ingathered 
harvest (Isaiah 9 : 3). This was a large part of the 
power of the Christians’ testimony to the good news. 
They were not cheap optimists, shutting their eyes to 
the darker side of life. They felt keenly and esti- 
mated clearly the spiritual darkness of the world. 
But in their fellowship with the Holy Spirit they had 
the assurance of the substantial victory of good over 
evil, that ‘‘where sin abounded, grace did abound 
more exceedingly."’ 

So should it be with the Church of all ages. Too 
often it has not been so, It was said of a very good 
man that the people of his flock could be recognized 
on the streets by their depressed and mournful faces, 
and that that was no commendation of the gospel he was 
preaching. But of Joseph Parker's hearers it was 
said that they came out of the City Temple with an 
elastic step, an air of hopefulness, and an evident sense 
of the comfort of the gospel. It drew many to hear 
him and to believe, as it will always. <A joyful, ex- 
alted Church commends the message of grace to the 
world around it. And a joyful, exalted Church is 
made possible only by God's plan for *‘ quickening”’ 
dull and uninspired lives. 

The friends of a deeply spiritual Christian leader 
were shocked one day when, as they were discussing 
the question of wine and intoxication, he suddenly 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Our Heavenly Father: Teach us not to isolate our- 
selves; not to give way to prejudices or dislikes; nor 
yet to dread the unseen. Make us so at home with thee 
that both nature and the future shall draw and charm 
us with the intimate sense of thy presence; so amply at 
home with our Father that we shall find ourselves in 
sympathetic touch with our fellows in every company. 
© Thou who fillest all thing's, possess us wholly with thy 
Spirit, and illumine our way by thy comradeship! 











said : ‘* Every man needs a stimulant.’’ He went on 
to say that God had provided in the Holy Spirit the 
stimulant which man needed, and that intoxicating 
liquor was Satan's imitation. Man is dependent. 
He cannot shift for himself. The drunkards who are 
deceived by wine bear evidence to this need which 
man has for something outside himself, to quicken 
and to bring the rapture of joy. 

Let the Christian with his new life of exalted joy 
bear witness to this true key to paradise—a_ paradise 
that begins here on earth. Not strong drink, with its 
lying promises of more abundant life, —but that living 
water which makes thirst a thing of the past and 
springs up unto eternal life. It was of the Holy Spirit 
that Jesus spoke when he said that the believer would 
become a channel through whom refreshing rivers of 
living water would flow out to bring abundant life to 
other men. 





Should He Help Pay for the Fence? 


Our next-door neighbors, who are new tenants of the 
property, recently had the landlord build a wire fence on 
the party line. Only a few feet of the old fence, and that in 
poor condition, was in place. ‘The new fence was a good 
one and we were pleased to have it built at no cost to us ; 
while we did not need a fence at present, we should prob- 
ably want one later. A week or two after the job was 
finished the real estate agent sent me a statement of the 
cost of the fence and asked me to send the owner a check 
for half the amount if I thought it the fair thing to do. 
They had said nothing to me about building the fence. 
Should I pay half the cost ?—A PENNSYLVANIA READER. 


This owner is under no legal obligation to pay any- 
thing for the fence that was built without consulting 


‘him, If he had been consulted in advance, he might 


have been obliged to share the cost, or to build half of 
the party-fence, whether he wanted to or not. There 
is a provision in Pennsylvania, and doubtless in other 
states, by which the payment of half the cost for 
party fences can be required. 

But legal obligation often has little bearing on the 
question of what is the right course for a Christian 
to take. Evidently this fence was built to the entire 
satisfaction of the owner who was not consulted, — 
was as good as it would have been had he planned 
for it himself. If the charge for the work was fair, 
he should cheerfully divide the cost. 

If he is assured that he could have arranged to se- 
cure the same fence, or a Suitable fence, at less cost, 
it might be fair to suggest to the other owner his wil- 
lingness to pay half of the smaller amount. 

Suppose it was a poor fence, a high charge, yet 
the man who built it felt strongly that the other 
should share the cost? Then it is the privilege of the 
Christian to meet his neighbor more than half way, 
and pay what he asks, provided he can do so in fair- 
ness to the interests of his family and of others who 
may be dependent upon him. 


= 
Can We Forgive the Impenitent ? 


May I have your valued opinion on the subject of a 
Christian's duty as to forgiveness? In the Lord’s Prayer, 
and in Matthew 18 : 35 [‘'so shall also my heavenly 
Father do unto you, if ye forgive not every one his brother 
from his heart*’], we are taught forgiveness uncondition- 
ally. In Luke 17:3 ['' If thy brother sin, rebuke him ; 
and if he repent, forgive him'’’] we are told to forgive our 
brother “if he repent.’" How can we love our enemies, 
bless them that curse us, do good to them that hate us, 
and pray for them that despitefully use us and persecute 
us, if we don't forgive them ?—A BRITISH COLUMBIA 
READER. 


Forgiveness is complete only when each of the two 
parties to it has fulfilled his part of the obligation. 
The one injured or sinned against forgives, and the 
other accepts the forgiveness,—the acceptance in- 
cluding repentance and in some cases any restitution 
that should be made. If the forgiven one does not 





fulfil his obligations in the matter, the Christian is 
not relieved of his responsibility to go as far as he 
possibly can in the transaction. In this sense the 
Christian is to forgive unconditionally. 

There are these two aspects in God's forgiveness. 
God's forgiving love went out to the world, and Christ 
was sent to give his life before men accepted the for- 
giveness. God has forgiven a Christian completely, 
and in Christ all his past and future sins are atoned 
for. Yet it is of Christians that John is speaking 
when he says, ‘‘if we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness’’ (1 John 1 ; 9). 

The Christian is to have the forgiving love toward 
his enemies that God had when he sent his Son to 
die for 42s enemies. This forgiveness is to be uncon- 
ditional because it depends not upofi the attitude of 
the one forgiven, but on the Christ love that is in our 
hearts. But ‘if thy brother... repent, forgive 
him,’’ would seem to refer to the completing of the 
two sides of forgiveness, with that restoring of a 
brother to full fellowship which is possible only when 
he repents and accepts the forgiveness which was 
unconditionally present in our heart for him all the 
time. 

Really to forgive enemies and persecutors is possi- 
ble for a Christian, but it is only possible as the mir- 
acle of Christ's own love is allowed to have its whole 
way in our hearts. 


=< 


Are Booze and Tobacco 
in the Same Class ?. 


A newspaper man,: representing one of the prom- 
inent dailies of Philadelphia, came into the office of 
The Sunday School Times to obtain some information 
about cigarette-smoking. He was gathering material 
for an article condemning the reported order placed in 
the United States for five million cigarettes to be de- 
livered to the armies of the Allies. Before they parted, 
the Times’ representative had an opportunity to ask 
the newspaper man if he was a Christian. 

‘I'm not much of a Christian, I’m afraid,’’ was his 
answer. ‘‘For one thing I’m an awful heavy smoker. 
And I don’t go to church much."’ 

Not a word had been said about his plainly evident 
smoking habits. Why do men of the world, who are 
pathetically ignorant of what it really means to be_a 
Christian, feel that in some way tobacco does not quite 
link up with a true Christian? 

Another interesting testimony from the.*‘ outside" 
is found in the newspaper report of the annual con- 
vention of the Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ Association; 
held last June in Cincinnati. One of the speakers, 
an editor, of New York, urged a closer alliance be- 
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tween liquor and tobacco men, ‘* Nation-wide pro- 
hibition,’’ he said, ‘‘ will leave the tobacco industry 
next in line for attack by the agitators.’’ In the 
mind of that convention this was no slur on tobacco, 
for ‘‘the liquor business,’ one of the prominent 
speakers pointed out, ‘‘is on a par with banks and 
railroads,”’ 

In answer to the call in the last Temperance Num- 
ber of The Sunday School Times for testimonies from 
those who had given up tobacco, Al Saunders, of 


-Scranton, wrote a letter that goes to the heart of the 


tobacco and liquor question, And it goes to the 
heart, too, of how to live victoriously. The inspiring 
story of ‘* When Al Saunders Hit the Trail’’ was told 
in The Sunday School Times of June 26 and July 3, 
and will probably be reprinted in pamphlet form, 
Mr. Saunders writes : 


In three months, in different parts of the country, I 
have personally come in contact with nine men who have 
fallen off the water wagon—that is, have fallen from Grace. 
Seven of those men did not give up pipe or cigarette when 
they hit the trail. Zack one tried to hold on to something 
that would not work in harmony with the spirit of Jesus 
Christ. The other two went back to smoking before they 
started to drink again. What this proves you can see for 
yourself. 

How often do we see men standing on the steps of their 
church, taking the last few sucks of a cigar stump or a tail 
end of a cigarette, then throw it down on the lawn and go 
in! Are we clean Christians—and do this? I can answer 
for myself. ‘The Lord made it very clear tome. I had 
to throw it away out of my life with the booze, the bad . 
stories, the lies, the jealousies,—it had to go with all the 
other unclean things of my life when I was converted. 

Men who reserve the right, when they hit the trail, to 
take a little drink on the quiet, or a little when they have 
what we used to call whiskey cramps, or keep a little in 
the house in case of sickness, or smoke a cigar at a ban- 
quet, or at a friend's home, I say such men are skating on 
thin ice, and are liable to go through over their heads any 
minute. 

Personally I deserve no credit because I have guit all 
those things. 1am free to admit I have mever for a moment 
had the Zeas¢ desire to take a smoke, take a drink, swear, 
or do any of the old things I was so fond of. When Jesus 
came into my heart he, with the power of his wonderful 
Saving grace, took all the desire away from me. He 
cleaned me up in his way, and J am going all the way 
clean. I shall not reserve the right in my heart to do any- 
thing contrary to his will and his teaching ; then I feel 1 
have the right to claim his promises. 
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Our Duty to Regard 
a Christian as a Heathen 


What is the significance of Matthew 18:17: * Let him 
be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican" ? [Rev. 
Ver., And ifhe refuse to hear them, tell it unto the church : 
and if he refuse to hear the church also, let him be unto 
thee as the Gentile and the publican.,’’] 

When a man becomes unto us as a heathen and a 
publican it means that our love goes out to that man 
in a great yearning eagerness to save him and have 
him brought to Christ. But God would also have us 
know that there is an eternal difference between one 
who is in the Body of Christ and one who is outside, 
and there is to be a great difference in our earthly 
relations with them. 

We have fellowship with those who are within as 
we cannot have with those who are without. If one 
who is within sins and breaks the fellowship, and 
steadily refuses to have the fellowship restored, then 
our Lord says he is to be counted as those who are on 
the outside. Note that it is not said that he zs a 
Gentile and a publican,—a lost man. But if he were 
kept in the fellowship while deliberately sinning it 
would mean that the Body of Christ was countenanc- 
ing sin, and that fellowship between light and dark- 
ness was possible. 

We not only have a fellowship with those who are 
within that is impossible with the others, but we also 
are to judge those who are within and have nothing 
to do with judging those who are without. ‘ For 
what have I to do with judging them that are without? 
Do not ye judgethem that are within? Butthem that 
are without God judgeth. Put away the wicked man 
from among yourselves’’ (1 Cor. 5:12). Paul had 
just been telling the Corinthian Christians that they 
should judge the brother who had sinned, and that 
they should not company with him. So Paul writes 
to the Thessalonians: ‘* Now we command you, breth- 
ren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition which they re- 
ceived of us.... And if any man obeyeth not our 
word by this epistle, note that man, that ye have no 
company with him, to the end that he may be 
ashamed "’ (2 Thess. 3 : 6, 14). 

The judging of the brother then, the withdrawing 
from. him, —counting him asa Gentile and a publican, 
is an act of love, ‘‘ to the end that he may be ashamed” 
and be restored to the fellowship. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 19 (1 Kings 20: 1-21} 





sg Suppose a dying man in the trenches asked you what you knew 
Snatching Men about God. You'd be.eager to tell him, wouldn't you? With 

from Hell feverish haste you'd show him Jesus Christ, and tell him that 
now, at once, he could pass from death into life, that he 
might in a few minutes be forever in the presence of his Lord 
But suppose the man to whom that dying soldier turned could zo¢ tell him about God! What 
then? Would there be any hope? That is exactly what happened a while ago in the trenches 
of Europe ; you'll find how it came out by reading Mr. Banks’ narrative in the adjoining column. 











Ralph C. Norton and his wife, a talented young American 
couple, have abandoned all other wide-open doors of Chris- 
tian service to throw themselves into the desperately needed, 
Jast-hour work of snatching men from hell in the maelstrom 
of the World War. They are doing this in the way that is 
certain to get results : by prayerful personal work and giving away Testaments and Gospels, 
—God’s own Word that cannot return unto Him void. They have had an extraordinary 
training for this very service, as Mr. Banks’ article shows. Their lives are surrendered to 
God ; upon Him alone they are depending for the miracle-work into which he has called them. 


Who the 
Life-Savers Are 














A great red scar on his arm was his memento of a hand 
grenade that had been thrown into his trench. On each 
side of his neck other scars showed where a bullet had 
gone clean through. A bad head wound had kept him 
three months in the Southampton hospital. Maybe he 
wasn’t interested after Mr. and Mrs. Norton met him on the Strand in London and 
offered him a French Gospel! He was going back to the front that very night; he 
asked whether by “chance” his mew friends happened to have a few more Gospels, so that 
he night take them to‘his comrades in the trenches. It is a wonderful story, that of the 


The Little Belgian 
Soldier’s Wounds 











little ‘Belgian soldier. Mrs. Norton is going to tell it to you herself, later on, in these columns. 





Yes, it so “chanced” that the young American couple did | 
have some more Gospels. It didn’t take them long to It’s a Family | 
make up a package for the .boy, either. And .when, before Affair, Now 


the Nortons sailed. for England, The Sunday School Times 
the world, and letting it be known that they went out into this marvelous mission as 





was offered the privilege of standing sponsor for. them before 


special representatives of The Sunday School Times, this paper gladly accepted that 
privilege. . The Editor, Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, is Treasurer of their work, known as 
the “British and French Soldiers Evangelistic Campaign.’’ The expenses of the work are 
provided entirely by voluntary contributions from individuals ; and the traveling expenses 
and salaries have. already been thus furnished for the first year of the work, dating from last 
spring. A supply of Gospels and Testaments has also been provided, but the opportunity 
is so great and pressing that funds are urgently needed for the purchase of more of these 
Scriptures. AZ/ the money now contributed by readers of the Times will go directly to 
providing the Scriptures. for free distribution among the soldiers of the countries in which 
the Nortons are able to work (they speak English and French). The cost is, approxi- 
mately, for each Testament, 15 cents; for each Gospel, 2 cents. 





In, next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times Mrs. 
Ralph Norton will tell why she and her husband believe 
God has called them into this work. In a recent letter to 
the Editor Mr. Norton says: “It would be impossible to 
picture to you the horrors of this war as we see it in the 
hospitals, and learn it through the soldiers’ stories. Oh, the heart-wringing pathos of it 
all! It is simply a bloody butchery, and Europe ts a veritable shambles.” But in the 
midst of these horrors gleams the eternal light of the Gospel wherever our Lord’s workers 
can make Him known to those whom He is seeking to snatch from hell. Stories of this 
eternal life-saving will be given to readers of the Times by Mrs. Norton during the 
coming autumn and winter. 


Thrilling Stories 
of the Work 














— 

Will you put these two soul-winners on your personal prayer list? Will you bring 

them before God in your family worship, in your church, and in your Sunday- 

school? Will you share their burden, and ask God to safeguard them and use 
them in a way that shall satisfy His own heart? 
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Saving the Men Who Are 
About to Die 


The unparalleled oppcitunity of a young American 
couple among the soldiers of Europe 


By Howard A. Banks 


Private Secretary to the Secretary of the U. S. Navy 





SCOTTISH soldier in the British trenches in 
Flanders, struck by a fragment of exploding 
shell, was dying. To a comrade less seriously 

hurt he said : 

‘¢ Mate, what do you know about God ?’ 

‘*No more than you,’’ was the appallingly helpless 
reply to a man who had but an hour betwixt Time 
and Eternity. ‘But wait a minute,’’ continued the 
comrade ; ‘‘some time ago in the camps in England 
a man gave me a little book with part of the Bible in 
it. Maybe it will help you.”’ 

Out of his uniform or knapsack the comrade fishea 
a Pocket Testament. In feverish haste his fingers 
turned the leaves to find a verse in bold-face type, 
and presently he came to some such passage as this 
‘Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

««That settles it for me,’’ said the wounded man 
‘*T see it. It's allright.”’ And soon afterward he died. 

Ralph C, Norton told me about those two men. He 
had had the facts straight from the soldier who so 
haltingly helped his wounded brother to find Life. 
Mr. and Mrs. Norton sailed recently for England and 
France. Their mission is to preach Christ to the 
soldiers and distribute Pocket: Testaments. The 
man who had the Testament, the man who gave him 
the Testament, and the servant of our Lord who gave 
the money that paid for the Testament shall surely 
share in the Day of Rewards in the credit for the res 
cue of that lost sheep Some of theTimes readers may 
wish to share in this service which is proving so effect 
ive to-day, and which is announced on this page. 

Mr. Norton is a De Pauw University man, and 
was for some years a member of the great and 
hustling army of traveling men, but was eventu 
ally led into Y. M. C. A. work; and was at: Min 
neapolis when Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman's discern 
ing eye fell upon him as the result of his organ 
zation of personal work ‘at a great revival there. 
He has been active in the propaganda of the. Pocket 
Testament: League, and lias himself published a 
personal. workers’ ‘Testameni which every. ;man; who 
is doing individual work for individuals, ought: to 
possess.! For nine years, until the spring: of: 1915,:he 
had been.in.charge of. personal work..in the evangel- 
istic campaigns of Dr. Chapman and Mr. Charles M. 
Alexander. These workers were in England when the 
war broke out, and Mr, Norton soon found himself in 

the camps, doing personal work among the soldiers. 

‘©We had dates ahead for an entire year,'’ said 
Mr. Norton, ‘‘but I had. got a taste or this soldiers’ 
work, and I felt that God, having led me into it, in- 
tended me to remain init. He has provided for our 
expenses for a year ahead, and we can give away as 
many Testaments as are provided, 

Mr. Norton’s enthusiasm ioosed his tongue and 
shone in his eyes as he ran over his past experiences 
in this great labor of love. He had just come out ot 
the uplifting Chapman-Alexander :ampaign, .raining 
volunteer personal workers, a unique and effective 
instrument of service in modern evangelism. —In 
Edinburgh and Glasgow together there had been ~i, 
ooo confessions. Returning to London about the be- 
ginning of the war, they were holding meetings in the 
Y. M. C. A. and Spurgeon’s Tabernacle where Mr. 
Norton and his wife, the latter having been pianist 
and soloist for the evangelists, flung themselves into 
the work for the soldiers. Mr. Norton spoke in Eng- 
land twenty-one nights, in which one thousand sol 
diers professed Christ in the camps. 

The Nortons are quick to adjust themselves to con 
ditions as they find them. In England they went t 
the camps, and in France to the hospitats. The 
Y. M. C. A. was already busy in the British training 
camps, and its ‘*marquee,’’ or big tent, lent itsels 
with godly hospitality to soul-winning. As Mr. Nor- 
ton flowed on in his enthusiastic description, he cray 
oned a word-picture like this : 

Mrs. Norton, after a few words of introduction by 
the Y. M. C. A. leader or Mr. Norton, is singing that 


1 Probably no Testament has been issued that excels this * Wort- 
er’s Testament” (edited by Mr. Norton in conjunction with Dr. 
Chapman), in its usefulness to the personal worker. Its feature is 
that the verses which point the way to salvation, and those which 
answer objections, are printed in bold type, and these verses are listed 
under appropriate Seadines in front pages, so that they may be readily 
referred to. The Testament may be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Co. at 60 cents in cloth and $1 ia Persian leather. 
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familiar song, ‘‘Tell Mother I'll be There.’’ The 
sturdy British soldier lads have their thoughts turned 
to home—knowing full well that many of them wil! 
never see home and the mother again. Europe is 
serious, and fearfully thoughtful to-day. The whole 
soldier-audience has practised the song a while, and 
now a brawny youth of the Argyle and Southerland 
Highlanders has had the courage to stand up and sing 
a stanza of it by himself. 

‘¢You did that bravely ; but will you really write 
and tell your mother that?’’ pleads Mr. Norton. 
The soldier is the first to accept the invitation. Says 
another, ‘‘ My mother is dead, but I'll tell my father.”’ 

There are other songs, there is an earnest appeal 
by Mr. Norton, and finally comes the Testament dis- 
tribution with all the heavenly possibilities enfolded 
between the leaves for soldier boys about to face shells, 
and dropping bombs from the skies, and torpedoes in 
the passage of the Channel, and asphyxiating gases, 
and bullets and bayonets. 

The Coldstream Guards sang the Glory Song the 
night before the fierce battle which so sadly decimated 
their ranks. There was the quiet weeping of men 
afterwards over the silences between the ‘‘adsums”’ 
of the roll-call, but the survivors knew that the souls 
of some of their brothers-in-arms had gone up to 
eternal safety and peace in the whirlwind of the battle. 

Making their headquarters in London, the Nortons 
radiated out to the camps at Bedford, Felixstowe, 
Caterham, St. Albans, Epsom, and_ elsewhere. 
Ninety-one of the six-footers—they have to measure 
up to this Frederick the Great standard—of the Black 
Watch Scotch and the Grenadier Guards at Cater- 
ham ‘‘took up the cross and followed Him’’ after 
Mrs. Norton's singing and Mr. Norton's preaching. 
The personal workers were warned that at Epsom they 
need expect scant results among the university and 
high school men there,—for it appears to have been 
a camp of students,—but 125 of these ‘‘shy and in- 
different fellows’’ accepted Christ and became ‘lesta- 
ment readers and distributors. 
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From England the Nortons went to France for ten 
days. At Montmirail they went out to visit the 
battlefield of the Marne, and unexpectedly ran into a 
field hospital of French soldiers. Some of the 
wounded came from the Legion of Strangers in which 
there were twenty-six enlisted Americans. Here Mr. 
Norton found an Atlanta, Georgia, boy, Paul Rock- 
well, one of the Legion, ill. His brother, Kiffin 
Rockwell, was also with the Legion on the firing-line. 
He took a message home from the boys direct to 
Atlanta after his early return to America, going there 
to join Dr. Chapman ina meeting. Atlanta gave $2,000 
of the $6,000 which was provided for the present trip. 

The French lieutenant who showed Norton over 
the battlefield gratefully accepted a pocket Testa- 
ment. At Chateau Thierry a French captain asked 
for Testaments for his entire company ; at Boulogne 
an English Red Cross train quickly absorbed 250 
Testaments. On the way across the Channel back to 
England a French official who is a Hebrew said: ‘It 
is a wonderful work. Come back to France. I'll do 
what I can to facilitate your work."’ 

**Soldiers are repeatedly saying to me,"’ said Mr. 
Norton, ‘‘that the terrible scenes through which they 
pass and the perils which they face make them think 
of the sin question, of God, and of eternity.’’ An 
English soldier told Mr. Norton of a hand-to-hand 
conflict through which he had emerged. He had bayo- 
neted one of the enemy who was about to kill him. 
The troops are trained to give their guns a certain 
twist in order to loose the bayonets from the bodies 
of the dead or dying, but so sickening was this 
slaughter to him that he could not bear to follow his 
instructions ; he quickly released the bayonet from 
his gun-stock and rushed onward in the charge. The 
horror of an experience like this, the ghastly suffer- 
ing, the wholesale death of modern war, are making 
men think as never before in their lives. Into the 
white-harvest opportunity for soul-winning have gone 
this faithful, consecrated, God-led young couple. 

WasiINGTON, D. C. 





How This School Hit the Saloon Hard 


By J. Hastings Patterson 
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HE observance of World’s Temperance Sunday at 
the Third Presbyterian Church of Trenton was 
voted as the finest and most remarkable demon- 

stration of temperance facts and drink evils ever 
exhibited in a Sunday-school in New Jersey. The 
old-time spirit of temperance evangelism seemed to 
take hold at this remarkable session, which had been 
carefully planned by the assistant superintendent, 
Daniel Ross, and was given before over six hundred 
pupils and friends. Edward W. Dunham, the super- 
intendent, presided and capped the facts and figures 
of the afternoon with his usual spirited and whole- 
hearted applications. 

The temperance facts and statistics used were sup- 
plied chiefly by the Scientific Temperance Federation 
of Boston. The large charts exhibited all over the 
room were the work of the pupils, done at home. 

Entering the Sunday-school room I saw the north 
side covered with charts, folded so that the written 
matter was hidden from view. There seemed to be 
an air of mystery in the room, and on the part of the 
scholars an attitude of expectancy. 

The musical part of the program was one worthy of 
the occasion. It was prepared and beautifully ren- 
dered by Mr. Mayer and his large orchestra’ A 
number of stirring temperance songs were sung by 
the whole school, and.we were brought into a fit frame 
of mind for the work of the session by the prayers of 
the pastor, Dr. Taylor, and the superintendent. 

Mr. Dunham then directed attention to the left side 
of the north wall, where our national flag was un- 
folded. But it was not an ordinary flag. The stripes 
were composed of pledge cards signed by the younger 
members of the senior department and the stars were 
made by the juniors. We all rose to our feet and 
sang the national anthem. 

Next was unfolded the slogan of the afternoon— 

SALOONS MUST GO. 
The whole school responded to the call of Mr. Dun- 
ham, ‘Shout it out!’’ The question WHY was 
then unfolded, and immediately three answers were 
uncovered, which the school repeated together : 


Because it is the mother of all mischief. 


Because it is the chief lawbreaker in the country. 


Because it is the enemy of the church and good citi- 
zenship. 


After-a trio from members of the orchestra, an- 
other question was revealed, WHEN, and again 
came the unfoldifig of the answers, and the whole- 
hearted response of the school. 


When we cease to sacrifice our children for revenue. 
When Christian men become fully aroused to this 
evil. 


When men vote as they pray. 


Junior members then took possession of the plat- 
form, and rendered a temperance alphabet. Mr. 
Gilbert sang with power, ‘‘ Molly and the Baby," 
and also the popular temperance song used in the 
Billy Sunday meetings, ‘‘ De Brewer's Big Hosses.’’ 

A third question was then unfolded, BY WHOM, 
and again the answers and three responses, 


By the prayers and labors of mothers. 
By the voters who are determined to care for their 
sons, 


By the officers who are true to their oath of office. 


Some remarkable temperance facts were then given 
by Mr. Ross, among which were the following : 


Two hogsheads of beer are equal to one loaf of bread in 
food value. 

Seven millions killed in battle since 500 B. C.; that 
many killed every year traceable to King Alcohol. 

A Titanic of souls lost every day by drink in America. 


A few tests were given by a member of the school, 
showing the power of alcohol as fuel and light. 

The session came to a close with the unfolding of 
the last chart : 


The saloon will go when Christian men say so, 

followed by the response and prayer.1 Many re- 

mained to view the charts posted all over the room. 
PRINCETON, N. J. 


1 The mottoes used were taken from a program prepared by Mrs. 
Stella B. Irvine, 115 Walnut Street, Riverside, Cal. 


SEPTEMBER 4, 1915 


A Rally Day Fishing Trip 


OYALTY, inspired by spiritual and missionary 
motives, brought all the members of Westmin- 
ster Sunday-school, Lethbridge, Alberta, who 

were in the city and not sick, to Sunday-school on 
Rally Day. Of the 231 on the roll, 222 were present, 
7 being sick and 2 out of the city. A unique program, 
memories of former successful Rally Days, and an 
ambition to make records, helped to some extent, but 
the key to the attendance was loyalty. ‘The call went 
forth from ‘The Sunday School Times to the schools of 
North America, and Westminster said, ‘‘ Our school 
should and shall have a place on the Honor Roll. Our 
school can do as well as any school in America when 
faithfulness and enthusiasm are the tests.’’ 

Westminster is the second Methodist Church in a 
typical Western city, with average conditions of op- 
portunity, a very inadequate equipment, and some 
genuine difficulties to face. The school is five years 
old. It was the first school in Alberta to get ‘all the 
church in the Sunday-school.”’ 

Plans for Rally Day were made early. The Special 
Days Committee laid before the Executive a plan to 
have the school ‘‘go fishing.’? This was approved, 
then presented to the school as a whole and adopted, 
The purpose of the program was to enlist and inspire 
the full membership to hear and obey Him who said, 
‘Come ye after me, and I will make you to become 
fishers of men.”’ 

Rally Day had a conspicuous place each Sunday in 
notices of the school's activities. On the Sunday 
preceding Rally Day an illustrated leaflet emphasizing 
the importance of the ‘fishing trip’’ was distributed 
as a final ‘‘ call to the colors.’’ 

On Rally Day the first speaker, armed with a rod, 
hook, and line, talked about preparing to fish, the 
enthusiasm of the fisherman, locating the stream, and 
procuring the bait. Another told how the fishing was 
actually done, how to catch the different kinds of fish, 
the qualities of the successful fisherman, etc. The 
ideas were demonstrated by casting the line, and sure 
enough a real fish (though dead) was landed. A third 
speaker had a ‘‘string’’ of rea) fish, and explained 
what should be done with the fish after they were 
caught. There were three special ‘‘fishing’’ musical 
numbers by the Elementary Department. _ All present 
were given a souvenir book-mark showing a cut of the 
pastor and class presidents, and pointing to the results 
of a poor or successful ‘‘ catch,”’ 

As a result of ‘ going fishing’’ on Rally. Day the 
school is now on a six weeks’ ‘‘ fishing expedition.’’ 
A large chart at the front of the church extends an 
invitation, tells the congregation that the school is 
aiming to get one hundred new members, and shows 
the results of each week's ‘‘catch.’’ The ‘ fisher- 
men’’ set out on this expedition with confidence, 
realizing that every member being ‘‘on deck’’ to 
receive the special lessons on fishing on Rally Day 
will show the fish that every member of the fishing 
crew has a vision of what it will mean to them if they 
have a good catch, and if they don't catch anything, 
to the person who is caught and to the person who is 
notcaught.—/Johkn Torrance, Lethbridge, Alberta, Can. 


af 


A Real Promotion Day 
By Mrs. Ella Morris Snow 


HE last Sunday in September is a good day for 
Rally Sunday, and where Graded Lessons are 
used, it is the natural time for a promotion day. 

What are you to have in your school? Children ap- 
preciate any recognition of honor, such as promotion 
certificates, but when they have not been asked to do 
a given task, they doubtless wonder why they are given 
recognition. 

It may be well to hear an account of how the Junior 
Department of the First Methodist Sunday School of 
Fargo, N. D., conducts its Promotion Service. An 
outline of promotion of required memory work was 
prepared by the superintendent of the department, 
which is printed at the close of this article. Each 
grade has its given work. The teachers are responsi- 
ble for seeing that the pupils do their required memory 
work, which is only the correlated work of the graded 
series. 

The Junior note books have an important place in 
the instruction of the boys and girls, Therefore, the 
Educational Director, Assistant Educational Director, 
and Teacher-Training Superintendent of the Sunday- 
school are appointed to examine the Junior books at 
the end of each quarter for neatness and accuracy, 


(Continued on page 520) 
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As one of England’s spiritual leaders sees the situation 


: Will Liquor Ruin the British Nation ? 








™ 


By A. C. Dixon, D.D. 








i he years ago, as I was waiting for a train on the 
platform of a London railway station, my eyes fell 
upon a bulletin posted by the British Women's 
Temperance Association, which read about as follows : 


1. The British spend more for drink every year than 
they pay for taxes. 

2. ‘The annual drink bill of Great Britain is more than 
the value of all its homes. 

3. The annual cost of drink in Great Britain is greater 
than the rentals of all its properties. 


These statements were so astounding that I men- 
tioned them in a sermon the following Sunday even- 
ing, and asked if they were true. ‘*No, they are 
not!’ answered a deacon, with great emphasis. But in- 
vestigation proved that they were substantially correct. 

Drink is eating the vitals out of the British nation. 
A few days before this writing (June, 1915) Mr. 
Asquith announced in Parliament that there had been 
139,000 casualties in the British Army since the great 
war began, which meant that about 40,000 had been 
killed, while about 100,000 had been wounded, taken 
prisoners, or were ill in hospitals. 

Mr. Lloyd George had just declared that ‘‘ England 
has three great enemies, Germany, Austria, and 
Drink, but the greatest of these is Drink,’’ saying 
that the liquor traffic was to be feared more than 
German submarines. He might have gone further 
and said that drink was doing as much mischief 
in the way of killing people as German subma- 
rines, bombs, and bullets combined ; for while Ger- 
man submarines, bombs and bu!lets were killing 
‘40,000 soldiers, drink was killing about 40,000 men, 
women, and children in Great Britain. Statistics show 
that more than 50,000 people in England, Scotland, 


_and Ireland die annually as the direct result of drink, 
‘It is dounted ‘an’ honor to be killed’ on the battle- 


field, fighting for one’s country ; but what honor 
in being killed by drink? After the war we shall 
meet, and praise the brave soldiers who gave their 
lives for a great cause ; but who praises the people 
whose lives are destroyed by alcohol? Mothers, 
wives, sisters, and sweethearts will listen with grateful, 
joyful hearts, even through their tears, as they hear 
the praises of their loved ones killed in battle ; what 
mot ier, wife, sister, or sweetheart is thankful and joy- 
ful that their loved ones were slain by drink ? 

The world was’ shocked by the sinking of the 
‘* Lusitania,’’ with a loss of about 1100 passengers, 
but it makes little impression to be told that more 
than 1,500 people are killed by drink in Great 
Britain every two weeks. If these 1,500 dying 
drunkards could be placed in one room, with a record 
of their diseases and sorrows on account of drink 
posted above each and heralded to the world, the 
tale would be far more terrible than the sufferings of 
the ** Lusitania’’ victims. 

A bill, some years ago, was engineered through 
Parliament permitting grocers to sell alcoholic liquors 
with their foodstuffs, thus making it easy for women 
to secure drink. They have drunk in private until 
the appetite has become fixed and inflamed. Now 
they are coming into the open, until it is not an un- 
common thing to see saloons full of women jostling 
men before the bar ;.and as the law forbids small 
children entering saloons, women stand in groups 
on the sidewalks, often with babies in their arms, 
drinking themselves drunk. It is appalling to think 
of what a generation of drunken mothers will give 
to the future. 

There are Total Abstinence Societies in Great 
Britain which have done excellent work, and the 
ranks of total abstainers have been increased by the 
noble example of King George and Lord Kitchener, 
but the spasm of total abstinence which followed the 
proclamation of the King that alcoholic liquors should 
not be served in the palace during the war seems to 
have subsided. Hotels are serving liquors as freely 
as ever. The saloons are crowded with soldiers and 
civilians, One can hardly walk on the streets of 
London without seeing drunken soldiers. I saw iast 
Saturday night a group of soldiers, each one with a 
young woman hanging on his arm, staggering along 
the sidewalk together, singing some music hall ditty 
at the top of their voices, looking as if they had been 
carried by drink beyond the consciousness of decency. 


ls what Lloyd George called England’s greatest 
enemy also England’s great national crime? What 
is being done now to expiate the crime? Americans 
will welcome a view of the terrible facts as they 
are seen by Dr. A. C. Dixon, who four years ago 
was called from the Moody Church of Chicago to 
take the pastorate of Metropolitan Tabernacle in 
London. Let America’s prayers go out for Britain 
that she may be delivered from this foe that seems 
to be entrenched impregnably in the very heart of 
the nation. 








As to. prohibition, it was scarcely a subject for 
serious discussion before the war began. The drink 
traffic has such a hold upon the leaders in church 
and state that even temperance advocates for the 
most part have thought prohibition impossible, if 
desirable. They have been content to plead for the 
early closing of drink shops and the exclusion of 
children at all hours, Iam told that several years 
ago a list of church dignitaries who had invested 
interests in the manufacture and sale of drink was 
published in the daily papers, but nothing came 
of it except a storm of protest against the ‘‘ meddlers"’ 
who published it. 

However, good seed has been growing ; and when 
i¢ was announced that the Tsar of Russia had closed 





“How Can I Make Temperance Sunday 
a Big Day Every Quarter?” 








One of the things a wide-awake super- 
intendent would say in answer to that 
question is, ‘‘ Examine carefully the 
Temperance Number of your Sunday 
School Times.”’ 


One of the world’s big temperance 
questions is discussed in a searching way 
on this page. 

How an eminently successful school 
conducted its notable Temperance Day 
service is told on the facing page. 

The leading editorial emphasizes an 
unusual phase of the drink question. 

Newsy Temperance Facts Briefly Told, 
on page 517, will give force to your tem- 
perance teaching. 

The ten lesson articles tell what to get 
out of, and how to teach, the dramatic 
temperance lesson assigned to this third 
Temperance Sunday. 


But most schools will be searching for 
one thing more—a very carefully planned 
and richly informing order of service. 

That is why The Sunday School Times 
has asked Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, the 
Secretary of the Temperance Department 
of the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, to prepare a service that will not 
interfere with the lesson period, and that 
will be decidedly interesting and instruct- 
ive to the school. 

She has done this admirably. The 
service is rich in temperance facts and 
strong responsive readings. It is now 
ready, for use on September :9. 

Samples are available at three cents 
each. But why bother with samples ? 
Better order a full supply at once at $1.50 
a hundred,—enough so that each mem- 
ber of the school can take one home. 
Address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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the vodka shops of that great empire, the temperance 
people of Great Britain began to clamor for a similar 
measure. The popular response was so universal 
and strong that we began to hope that the government 
would be compelled to yield to it. Inverness, in 
Scotland, which has been noted for its drunkenness, 
voted 6,000 to 700 for prohibition during the war. 

The fact that the manufacture of munitions of war 
was seriously hindered by the drunkenness of work- 
men aroused the government, and it looked as if 
everything were moving in the direction of the de- 
sired object. But, strange to say, the declaration of 
the King and Lord Kitchener in favor of total absti- 
nence during the war gave a setback to the prohibition 
movement. Even the drink men could now see that 
self-denial after the King’s noble example was better 
for them than compulsory closing of saloons, 

This did not satisfy clear-headed and conscientious 
statesmen like Lloyd George. They could see the 
havoc which the drink traffic continued to make 
among soldiers and workmen, and they were’ con- 
vinced that nothing less than prohibition during the 
war would remedy the evil. 

Lloyd George suggested that the government buy 
the whole drink business, though it would cost the 
enormous sum of $900,000,000, and then they could 
do as they pleased with it. He appeared to be plan- 
ning to make it pay more toward the war expenses, 
though we would fain hope that he had in view the 
nobler purpose of following Russia's example and 
abolishing it, when once it belonged to the govern- 
ment. Be that as it may, the advocates of the drink 
traffic would not consent to any measure that seemed 
to threaten theiridol. There were long and numerous 
meetings of the Cabinet, until finally Lloyd George 
consented to present a compromise measure, placing 
a high tax on whisky and wines. Already at the be- 
ginning of the war he had consented to the principle 
of high license by increasing the tax on beer, and the 
saloon-keepers all over London had in their windows 
placards urging everybody to be patriotic and drink 
beer, so as to help defray the expenses of the war. 
It is difficult to make the English prohibitionists :see 
that high license is a bulwark around the traffic, and 
the higher the license the better the manufacturer 
and seller like it, for it entrenches their business in 
public opinion, by making it appear to be a necessity 
for the sake of revenue. 

When the question was brought before Parliament, 
John Redmond declared that one of the greatest 
industries in Ireland would be ruined by the high 
tax on whisky, and the cry was raised that the gov- 
ernment was now violating its pledge that no ‘‘con- 
tentious’’ legislation should be introduced during the 
war. The government, of course, meant that no 
legislation of a politically contentious character should 
be introduced ; and the drink question had never 
been a political question at all ; but those who were 
financially interested began to make it a contentious 
question by protesting against prohibition or high 
taxation. All other questions, even Home Rule in 
Ireland, must give way to the great issue involved in 
the war-struggle for national existence ; but when the 
drink traffic is in danger, even public safety must be 
jeopardized in order to save it from harm. Lloyd 
George recently intimated in a public address that 
Parliament was overawed by Irish publicans and dis- 
tillers. The shame of it is keenly felt by the people, 
and there is a day of reckoning. 

We hope that the question has not been finally 
settled. Not a few earnest souls feel that God hasa 
controversy with Great Britain for her compromising 
spirit in dealing with this gigantic evil, and they fear 
that victory will not come to her arms until she has 
repented of her national crime ; while others, who 
have no fear of God before their eyes, are equally 
convinced that the government is pursuing a suicidal 
policy in permitting the drink traffic to debauch the 
army and hinder the manufacture of war munitions. 
The war has certainly thrust the subject of prohibition 
before the people of Great Britain as it could not 
have been done in normal times ; and when the war 
closes the temperance forces will find themselves on a 
vantage ground for pressing the battle in the future. 
This makes them thank God and take courage. 

Lonpbon, ENGLAND. 
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Seeing with Oriental eyes the chronological 
ideas of the Old Testament writers 





‘ 


If a Modern Would Understand Bible Chronology | 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





MUST ask those who wish to understand the Old 
Testament method of chronology fully, to read 
carefully the biblical data on chronology given in 

the last article on this subject (issue of August 14) and 
also call to mind the facts and illustrations given in 
the first three articles (issues of May 8, June 12, and 
June 26). With these data and illustrations in mind 
we shall be able to see clearly the characteristics of 
biblical chronology, especially that of the early Old 
Testament period, 

1. One characteristic of Old Testament chronology 
‘is that it chronicles events rather than the flight of 
time. ‘The difficulty of determining the exact flight of 
time in nearly every instance certainly indicates that 
it was not the prime purpose of the chronicler to give 
it, but to give the relation of events to the life of the 
people rather than to the flight of time. I have al- 
ready illustrated how prevalent this method may be 
found to be in present-day life in those parts of Bible 
lands in which clocks and calendars are not yet in 
common use, and with those illustrations were noted 
also many instances of the same custom in the biblical 
narrative. 

Three more illustrations of this characteristic may 
now be cited : the historical review given by Moses in 
his address, Deuteronomy, first three chapters; the 
historical portion of Joshua’s address, Joshua 24 : I- 
13; and the historical portion of Stephen's defense, 
Acts 7 : 1-53. In Moses’ address there are but two 
dates given, which are in reality one (Deut. 1:3; 2: 
14). For the time relations of other events we have 
only such expressions as, ‘‘ Ye have dwelt long enough 
in this mountain’’; ‘But when we departed from 
Horeb’’; ‘*Ye have compassed this mountain long 
enough’’; ‘‘And we compassed Mount Seir many 
days’’; and such other expressions as ‘‘ beforetime’’ 
and ‘‘in old time.’’ Between the expressions ‘‘ and 
we compassed Mount Seir many days,’’ and ‘Ye have 
compassed this mountain long enough,’’ there are 
passed over about thirty-seven years of the wanderings 
in absolute silence. The whole address covers only 
about one year of the thirty-eight. The achievements 
that marked progress are set out in bold perspective ; 
the years of failure are ignored. 


Joshua and Stephen Follow Moses’ Method 

Joshua follows exactly the same method, adding 
one other time expression, ‘‘a long season.” Even 
as late as New Testament times, Stephen in his defense 
also employs this method. Read these three pas- 
sages ; no description can give the correct impression 
as well as a careful perusal. Then compare these 
with a modern historical review, strung on a thread of 
dates from beginning to end. 

Now the method of these three illustrations is the 
historical method of the historical books of the Old 
Testament. It appears no more plainly here than 
there, but because of the brevity of these passages 
they are better suited to the purpose of illustration. 

2. Biblical chronology considers events upon the 
plane of contemporaneity rather than in the line ot 
succession ; it is synchronistic rather than epochal. 
We use both methods, but the formative principle in 
the modern historical method is succession. We often 
describe events by synchronizing them with other 
events, but we chronicle them, list them in historical 
studies, strictly in the line of succession A.D. and 
B.C., and every year is accounted for, even though there 
was nothing worth recording. The biblical writers 
also used both methods, the synchronistic and the 
epochal, but with them contemporaneity was more im- 
portant than succession. The general chronological 
plan of the books of Kings and Chronicles, where 
nearly every king is chronicled in the year of his con- 
temporary, most completely illustrates this principle. 
No one can fail to recognize it, when it is pointed out. 

3. In the chronological conceptions of the Old Testa- 
ment writers, in so far as they looked forward or back- 
ward, instead of abroad in their contemporaneous 
world, they considered proportion and perspective 
rather than duration. The telescope and the micro- 
scope have given new conceptions of things, as well as 
new scientific methods to the world, far more than is 
generally recognized. The microscope with its revel- 
ations has given to all our investigations a disposition 
toward minuteness of detail and mathematical precise- 


Some months ago a distinguished archeologist asked 
Dr. Kyle for proof of his statement made in The 
Sunday School Times that the chronology of the 
early Bible history was different from ours. Dr. 
Kyle has answered in a series of five articles on 
Bible chronology, of which this is the closing arti- 
cle.1 One of the most distinguished of the world’s 
Bible scholars, Sir William M. Ramsay of Edin- 
burgh, whose researches in Asia Minor revolution- 
ized New Testament criticism, has written an article 
for The Sunday School Times which was called 
forth by the first of Dr. Kyle’s series. In this arti- 
cle, which will appear in an early issue, Sir William 
Ramsay expresses his enthusiastic approval of Pro- 
fessor Kyle’s position, and then goes on as an 
Orientalist who has spent years in Oriental lands to 
show why he believes Dr. Kyle is right. 








ness which never entered into the conceptions of the 
ancients ; and the outlook of the telescope has set far 
back not only the horizon of the universe, but all other 
horizons, including the horizon of the historical imag- 
ination, 

Beyond what even these things imply, there ought 
to be considered the fact that Orientals are short- 
sighted as compared with Occidentals. Even among 
Mediterranean people, I have found an utter scep- 
ticism concerning the ability of Western people to see 
to distances that seem no extreme at all to us. It is 
impossible that this also should not have something 
to do with the historical imagination, which always 
sets the horizon of chronological conceptions. Those 
people of Bible lands in ancient times not recognizing 
great distances, either mental or physical, it was natural 
that duration should not hold the first place in their 
conception of events as they looked either forward or 
backward. So we find them describing things rather 
as they loomed up, thus setting them in such perspec- 
tive as gave to them such proportions as their impor- 
tance demanded. 

We ourselves always do this when we look forward, 
that is, it is the prophetic vision of time., It seems to 
me that the Old Testament people had almost exactly 
the same mental conception of time past as of time to 
come, had the same historical imagination as _ pro- 
phetic imagination, viewed the chronology of history 
just as we readily see they viewed the chronology of 
prophecy, in perspective, rather than in exact mathe- 
matical duration. Thus the difficulties of ancient 
chronology of history are much the same, and arise in 
part from the same causes, as the difficulties of the 
chronology of prophecy. Compare the address of 
Moses with the prophecy of Balaam, especially the lat- 
ter part of the prophecy. Both of these are narratives 
of events set in bold perspective with little regard to 
the duration of the time. 


Why Lives of Jesus Do Not Agree 

4. Synchronism, order and proportion, were the de- 
termining factors in Old Testament chronological vis- 
ion. With us it is very different. The true modern 
historian has nothing to do with proportion ; he con- 
siders it no affair of his that things do not balance at 
all. In concern for the order of events there is some 
resemblance between the ancient and the modern his- 
torian, but the modern is much more inflexible in fol- 
lowing the order of events. While the biblical his- 
torian accepted order as one of the dominating princi- 
ples of narrative, he did not hesitate on occasion to 
group together events around a subject, or because of 
similarity, as especially in the book of Judges. (See 
also 1 Chron. 13 : 1-5 ; Judg. 20-28). Even as late 
as New Testament times this grouping of events in the 
Gospels has made the construction of an exact biogra- 
phy of Jesus very difficult. Indeed, absolute agreement 
has never been reached among writers of lives of Jesus. 

With synchronism the modern historian has much 

1 The following is a list of the articles in this series on Bible chro- 
nology, with the dates of the issue in which each article appeared : 

1. Some Surprises of Bible Chronology (May 8). 

. Facing Difficulties in Bible Chronology (June 12). 
. Getting Bible Chronology Straight (June 26): 


. Going to the Bible for Its Own Chronology (August 14). 
. If a Modern Would Understand Bible Chronology (Sept. 4). 
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to do, but always subordinates it to the dominating 
principle of chronological succession, in the reference 
of every event to an epoch. In marked contrast with 
this, the biblical historian was absolutely free from 
any guiding influence of an epoch, in fact did not use 
one at all, while with him synchronism was the dom- 
inating chronological principle. Nowhere else does 
the great difference between the modern scientific 
chronology and the ancient biblical chronology appear 
more clearly than at this point. I cannot help mar- 
veling at times that scholars should so often insist 
upon forcing the chronological statements of the bib- 
lical writers into our system, or else, if it cannot be 
done, insist upon branding the statements of the bib- 
lical writers as untrustworthy. One might as well in- 
sist upon making the account of John lying in Jesus’ 
bosom agree with our method of sitting at table in- 
stead of reclining, as then. 

5. Comparing these characteristics of biblical chron- 
ology with the characteristics of modern chronology 
the difference between the two systems may be summed 
up as follows : 

(1.) The modern system of chronology is strictly 
mathematical : the biblical way of chronicling events 
ofttimes introduced a moral element, as man’s relation 
to life, the importance of events, the purpose of the 
author in discussing a subject. 

(2.) We consider everything from a fixed point in 
the past or in the future,—that is, B.C. or A.D.; the 
biblical writers considered everything from the moving 
point of present time, exactly as all people live their 
daily lives. The standpoint from which all view the 
life we are living is now, and we move it forward with 
every new day. The biblical writers had this same 
standpoint in all their synchronizing of events. 


The Chronology We Live By 

(3-) Our method of historical chronology is scien- 
tific: the method of the biblical writers, like our 
method of living from day to day, is simply natural. 
I have already said in a former article on this subject 
that more than one chronological method is in vogue 
among us, though this fact is often wholly overlooked. 
We haveascientific system of days and months, years, 
centuries, and millenniums, which we use in corre- 
spondence, in documents, and in history, in which 
we refer everything to an epoch, We have also a 
natural system calculated from the ever-moving now, 
and using ofttimes ordinary terms in a vaguer way, or 
vaguer terms, as fortnight, decade, generation, age ; 
this system we use in business and social life. We 
live by this system, while we write by the other. 

Indeed, all life has always been lived by the natu- 
ral system reckoned from the ever-moving present 
and in vague terms. We say, ‘‘It happened a week 
ago,’’ ‘‘I have been living here for six months.”’ 
‘*The past decade has seen hard times.’’ No one 
thinks of holding these expressions to strict account 
for an hour or a day ora year. They are understood 
as they are intended to be understood, 

Then we must remember that in every portion of 
the field of knowledge there is now a natural method 
and a scientific method. A field of flowers is accord- 
ing to the natural method; botany treats of it accord- 
ing to the scientific method. We try to live natu- 
rally ; physiology and hygiene discuss methods of 
living and the functions of life in a scientific way. 
In the experiences of a lifetime we see the natural 
operations of the mind; in a work on psychology all 
is reduced to the scientific method. Scripture pre- 
sents divine truth naturally; theology brings it under 
the laws of the scientific method. 

The Bible is a book that presents a divine revela- 
tion, by inspiration, through a natural account of 
events, though the events themselves are sometimes 
supernatural; it is not a scientific treatise on biology, 
or cosmology, or astronomy, or history, or chro- 
nology. The chronology of the Bible is, as we 
might expect it to be, by the natural method, not by 
the scientific method. In the patriarchal times, down 
through the early periods of Bible history, the scien- 
tific method of chronology was scarcely beginning to 
be used, as was the case also with time-pieces and 
calendars. So that not only was life lived by the 
natural method of chronology, as it still is, but docu- 
ments were written by it. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 19 (1 Kings 20 : 1-a1) 


It seems to me that I have answered my honored 
correspondent who asked for ‘* proof that the chro- 
nology of the early Bible history was different from 
ours."’ And it does not seem to me that we need 
give ourselves so much trouble to arrange all the 
events of that period according to our system and find 
the exact date B.C. The events did not clash, how- 
ever much difficulty there may be in getting harmony 
into our epochal system of chronology for that period. 
Our chronological tables are exceedingly helpful to us 
in our studies, but they are not inspired, and the 
biblical writers did not use them, but wrote in their 
own natural though inspired way. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For the period from the creation to the time of 
Abraham it seems to me that the biblical statements 
leave us entirely untrammelled in accepting any dates 


‘that may be really established, not merely estimated 


or guessed, for the world’s events. From the days of 
Abraham onward, the few instances in which there is 
at present any clash between biblical dates and the 
data from history and the monuments may well be 
left until further discovery makes each case clear. I 
confidently predict that these few remaining difficul- 
ties about dates of this period will pass away like all 
others before them. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Holy Spirit’s Work in Old Tenement | 


By the Rev. James M. Gray, D.D. 32,2 The Moods Bible 


Institute of Chicago 








In all ages, far more of God’s Spirit has been available to men than men have appro- 

priated. Do believers in this age have the Holy Spirit in a different way from that in 

which Old Testament believers could know him and have him? A study, under Dr. 

Gray’s guidance, of what the Word reveals, gives not only new wonder and rejoicing 

at what we may possess of God's infinite riches to-day, but points forward to a still 
greater day to come. 


HREE questions may be asked as to the place 
and work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Old 
Testament saints : 

1. Did he then regenerate lives? 

2. Did he enter believers in Pentecostal fulness ? 

3. How did Christ's finished work make a differ- 
ence? 


1. Christ's words to Nicodemus (John 3 : 3-10) 
justify us in believing that the Holy Spirit did then 
regenerate lives. There he lays down the principle 
that ‘* except one be born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.'’ ‘The 
kingdom of God’’ here stands for the knowledge of 
God, fellowship with God, eternal life from God. N 
one could possess or enjoy this who had not been re- 
generated by the Holy Spirit. No distinction is made 
as to any aye, season or dispensation ; and, whether 
revealed in the Old Testament or not, it seems a fixed 
principle of the divine working. 

But it was revealed. Our Lord’s challenge to 
Nicodemus implies it: ‘*Art thou the teacher of 
Israel, and understandest not these things?’’ Re- 
generation by the Holy Spirit is primary in Israel’s 
instruction, and this ruler should have knownit. His 
ignorance of it isa sign of the times in which he 
lived. The whole nation was in like ignorance, which 
explains why they could not recognize or understand 
Jesus, and why they finally rejected him as their 
Messiah. 

But where wasit revealed? Instinctively we quote 
David in Psalm 51:10, ‘‘Create in me a clean heart, 
O God: and renew a right spirit within me’’ ; or 
Jehovah's prophecy in Ezekiel 36:26, 27, ‘‘A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: ... And [ will put my Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep mine ordinances, and do them.”’ 

We are not limited to these scriptures, for although 
the Holy Spirit was not made known in the Old 
Testament with the same distinctness as in the New, 
yet vastly more is said about him than many Chris- 
tians suppose. Even acount of texts shows him to 
be mentioned eighty-eight times from Genesis to 
Malachi, the scope and wealth of which allusions 
may be gathered from the circumstance, noted by the 
author of ‘‘Through the Eternal Spirit’’ (J. E. Cum- 
ming, Revell, 50 cents net), that at the very begin- 
ning of the New Testament his Person and work are 
mentioned with the greatest prominence, and that 
without any explanation whatever. All this witnesses 
that the Old Testament saints knew the Holy Spirit, 
and in so far leads us to believe in the regeneration of 
their lives by him. 


2. Did he enter believers in Pentecostal fulness ? 
Three reasons may be mentioned for answering no to 
this question. 

In the first place, known though he was in the Old 
Testament, yet it was only as the dawn to the noon- 
day. Eighty-eight times mentioned there, he is men- 
tioned two hundred and sixty-two times in the New 
Testament, and this notwithstanding that the Old 
Testament covers nearly three times the space of the 
New. 

In the second place, his personality was not made 
known in the Old Testament. It is there, of course, 


but we need the light of the New Testament to reveal 
it clearly to us in the Old. 

In the third place, his work clearly shows a lack of 
fulness in the Old Testament saints, as compared with 
the New. Inthe Old Testament he strives with men ; 
gives them wisdom for special work ; comes upon 
them for service ; speaks to and through them ; lifts 
them up bodily and carries them away ; is poured out 
upon them; and may be grieved by them : but it is 
doubtful if he is ever said to enter into them in an 
abiding and sanctifying sense. 

On the other hand, inthe New Testament he is 
seen of menin the semblance of a dove: he is named 
as one with the Father and the Son; he convicts 
men; he regenerates and baptizes them ; he dwells 
in them and fills them ; he anoints, quickens, leads, 
comforts, teaches, helps their infirmity, sanctifies and 
makes intercession for them; he renews them ; he 
sheds abroad God's love in their hearts; he makes 
them free from the law of sin and death; he dis- 
tributes gifts to them, and separates them for and 
sends them forth to service; he declares things to 
come, and bears witness to and glorifies Christ. He 
is the Spirit of faith, of truth, and of grace. He is 
given to them that ask for him, and bestowed by the 
laying on of hands. He may be blasphemed. 
quenched, tempted, lied to, and resisted. 

All these comparisons make it evident that he is 
much more to the New Testament saint than he was 
to the Old. But there is a class of passages in the 
Old Testament bearing still more directly on the point, 
and which definitely promise a greater fulness of the 
Spirit in the time to come. They are in Isaiah, 
Ezekiel, and Zechariah, but very especially in Joel 
2; 28, 29, where it is written, ‘‘And it shall come to 
pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh ; and yoursonsand your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions: And also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my 
Spirit." This promise found preliminary fulfilment, 
at least, on the day of Pentecost, when Peter, stand- 
ng up with the eleven, said positively, ‘* 72s zs that."’ 

And to these Old Testament promises may be added 
those of Christ, recorded particularly by John. For 
example, pointing forward to the same day of Pente- 
cost and the age it introduced, he encouraged the 
woman of Samaria to ask of him that she might re- 
ceive the living water, ‘‘a well of water springing up 
unto eternal life’’ (John 4:14). Again, at the feast 
of tabernacles he cried, ‘‘ He that believeth on me. .. 
from within him shall flow rivers of living water. 
But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed 
on him were to receive,’’ comments John ; ‘‘for the 
Spirit was not yet given ; because Jesus was not yet 
glorified’’ (John 7:38). Our Lord’s farewell dis- 
course in the 14th, 15th and 16th of John is rich in 
similar prophetic teaching, and it is renewed also 
after the Resurrection when, ‘being assembled 
together with them,"’ he said, ‘‘Ye shall be baptized 
in the Holy Spirit not many days hence'’ (Acts 
124 $b 


3. How did Christ's finished work make a differ- 
ence? Shall we take ‘*How'’ in the sense of, In 
what manner did it make a difference? ‘Then the 
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question has been already answered in the foregoing 
comparison, but for convenience it may be summarized 
like this ; 

(1.) It made a difference in our knowledge of the 
Holy Spirit himself, his person and work, as well as 
his relation to the Godhead. 

(2.) It made a difference in our knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, whom in a special sense he represents on 
earth, uniting believers to and identifying them with 
him (John 16:7, 14; Acts 1:5; Rom. 6: 3; 1 Cor. 
6:17; 12:12, 13). 

(3.) It made a difference in the believer's personal 
experience, to whom the truth of God is now more 
perfectly revealed, who is brought under the working 
of a new covenant, who is transformed and sanctified, 
and who may receive the Holy Spirit in all his fulness 
simply for the asking, and the condition of a surren- 
dered life (Eph. 1 : 15-23; Heb. 8 : 7-13; Rom. 
8 : 1-17; Luke 11; 11-13; Acts § : 32). 

(4.) It made a difference in the world, since the 
Holy Spirit now personally administers the church, 
inspires saints to a universal mission, opens the door 
of the gospel to the Gentiles, insures greater results 
in preaching, and gives believers the overflowing life 
for others which they did not possess before (Acts 
13: 2-4; 15 : 28; 1: 8; 11:18; John 7: 38, 39; 
10 : 10). 

But let us take ‘*How’’ in the sense of ‘* Why."’ 
What reason is there that Christ's finished work 
should make so great a difference in the place and 
work of the Holy Spirit in these New Testament 
days? I am not aware that the Bible answers this 
question in so many words, but this is obvious, that, 
although the work of Christ in our redemption was 
accomplished in the divine purpose from all eternity, 
yet its accomplishment in human history was vital to 
the enlargement of that redemption in human ex- 
perience, —an enlargement the Holy Spirit only could 
produce. God always brings man to’an outward test 
before man himself enters on any enlargement of his 
powers and opportunities in the spiritual realm ; and 
it would seem almost as if in his dealings with man 
God had placed himself under the working of the 
same law. Until he had actually purchased the 
Church with his own blood, died in Clirist, and rose 
again in justification and proof of it, he was limited in 
the further revelation of himself to his people, and in 
the service he would make of them in saving the world. 

This brings us face to face with the dispensational 
teaching of the Bible. God's purpose in redemption 
has not been carried out all at once, but has pro- 
ceeded by stages. He is dealing, not with machines, 
but with personal beings created in his own image ; 
but they have been marred.by sin, and there is a 
preparation necessary on their part to the reception 
of the deeper revelations of his grace. Christ came 
in ‘‘the fulness of time,’’ and not before ; and there 
is a ‘*dispensation of the fulness of the times’’ yet 
ahead,—a grand consummation for which we wait, 
and for which this intervening age of the Holy Spirit 
is a preparation, as it is a result, of that which has 
gone before. 

In the beautiful words of A. J. Gordon, in ‘‘The 
Ministry of the Spirit,’’ ‘‘Just as Jesus Christ had a 
time-ministry which he came into the world to fulfil, 
and having accomplished it, returned to the Father, 
so the Holy Spirit for the fulfilment of a definite 
mission came into the world at an appointed tme. 
He is now carrying on his ministry on earth, and in 
due time will complete it and ascend to heaven again.”’ 

The time-ministry of the Spirit is revealed to us in 
the Acts, as that of visiting ‘‘the Gentiles, to take 
out of them a people for his name’’ (15:14). In 
other words, he is preparing the body ot Christ which 
is his Church (Eph. 1 : 23), and when it is complete 
he will go up with it to meet the Head in the air 
(1 Thess. 4:16, 17). Not that his beneficence to 
the world will then cease. Nay, thank God, that out- 
gathering is only in order to a greater ingathering, for as 
is further testified in the Acts, ‘‘After this I will return, 
and will build again the tabernacle of David... and 
I will set it up’’ (15 : 16). ‘*So all Israel shall be 
saved'’ (Rom. 11 : 26), in order ‘‘ that the residue of 
men mav seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, 
upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who 
maketh these things known ’’ (Acts I5 : 17). 

In other words, the Church is only ‘* the first-fruits 
of the Spirit,"’ a handful compared with the final 
harvest. When that shall appear then the prophecy 
of Joel will be completely fulfilled. Now men of 
faith are asking, ‘‘ How did Christ’s finished work 
make a difference?’’ but then the inquiry will be, 
‘* How did the translation of the Church make a dif- 
ference? '' Which things the angels will still ‘* desire 
to look into’’ (1 Pet. 1 : 12). 

CHICAGO, 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


OME years ago the New York Times published 
a dispatch from Pueblo, Colorado, saying that a 
Colonel J. R. Hurd had learned for the first 
time, through a copy of an official publication from 
Washington, that for the last forty years he had been 
a Brigadier General, having been brevetted by 
President Lincoln. He discovered this through the 
register of the United States Army, which had been 
compiled in the War Department and ordered printed 
by Congress. 

There are many others who have been ‘‘ brevetted ” 
by a greater than President Lincoln and who have 
lived on for years in ignorance of the rank that be- 
longs to them, and who therefore do not use the 
rank and the powers that are theirs. We shall see 
to-day how patiently and persistently God was try- 
ing to get some of his children of long ago to ‘‘ pos- 
sess their possessions.” 


Our Background Material 

God has dominion over all that he has created, 
And it is God’s purpose that man, created in his im- 
age, should have dominion over all creation that is 
lower than man,—and that means, apparently, all 
other creation (Gen. 1 : 26; 1 Cor. 6 : 3). 

But man wouldn't have it so. He let sin have do- 
minion over him, as God never intended. But when 
God started the race over again through Noah’s 
family He saw to it that Noah and his family should 
have dominion over the waters that were to destroy 
all living things, by riding above them in the ark 
(Gen. 7 1-5). When Israel, later, was in awful 
bondage in Egypt, God brought them out of bondage 
(Gen. 3 : 7, 8) into Canaan, with the purpose of giv- 
ing them dominion over the land and its people (Josh. 
1 : 3-9). After Israel had lived for centuries in bond- 
age to sin, God sent his only begotten Son Jesus to 
break their bondage and give them dominion (John 
8 : 31-36). And after they had killed Jesus God still 
offered them and offers us a place of dominion, 
to reign on the throne through Christ (Rom. 5 : 17; 
6:14). The dominion-power that our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself has over death and over all other 
things and persons is the dominion and power he 
offers us this moment (Eph. 1 : 17-23). Our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s work makes us kings, if we will but 
believe (Rev. 1 : 6; 5 : 10). 

Therefore whenever we are not having dominion 
we are rejecting God’s immediate offer. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 

in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 

those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Syria was a great and persistent enemy of Israel 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 31). What was likely to be Ben- 
hadad’s motive in attacking Israel at this time? Let 
the class discuss this. 

Does the class think the siege was a long drawn 
out one, or that the enemy had the advantage 
quickly ? Benhadad’s message (v. 3) looks as though, 
from his standpoint, it was ‘‘all over but the shout- 
ing.” Think of the humiliation and degradation of 
a king of God’s chosen people receiving such a mes- 
sage from a heathen king and sending the replv of 
verse 4! Degradation could hardly go lower (Griffith 
Thomas II, 3). Benhadad’s demand for wives and 
children is Ben Barleycorn’s demand (Ridgway, 1). 
When God’s own people cease to be loyal to God, 
Satan’s loyal followers bring them into the dust of 
defeat. Notice the terrible defeat by drink that oc- 
curred in Ohio, described by Mrs. Baldwin (1-2). 

Then Benhadad overreached himself (v. 6). Satan 
sometimes does the same thing; when he thinks he 
has got us just where he wants us, he goes so far 
that in the agony of defeat we are brought back to 
God. The leaders of Israel realized that, if it was 
to be a looting expedition, they had everything to 
gain and nothing to lose by resisting. Notice the 
curious Jewish tradition (Mackie, 3) as to why Ahab 
refused Benhadad’s second demand. In _ typic- 
ally Oriental boast and retort (vs. 10, 11) the ulti- 
matums on both sides are given, and the fight is on. 
What Benhadad’s threat about the dust of Samaria 
meant is suggested by Dr. Mackie (2). A boy’s ver- 
sion of Ahab’s retort is given in Pucker’s class 
(Rogers, 1). 

Benhadad’s drinking was perhaps evidence that he 
was already certain of victory (Griffith Thomas, 
Il, *. From every human standpoint there was evi- 
dently not the slightest hope for Israel. And then 
God in his love, patience, and power announces that 
he is going to work a miracle for his people. 


LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER I9. DEFEAT THROUGH DRUNKENNESS 


1 Kings 20 : 1-21. Commit verses 11, 12 


a Golden Text: Wine and new wine take away the understanding.—Hosea 4: 11 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 20 : 10-21.) 


to And Ben-hadad sent unto him, and said, The gods do so 
unto me, and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for 
handfuls for ail the people that ! follow me. 11 And the king 
of Israel answered and said, Tell him, Let not him that gird- 
eth on his armor boast himself as he that putteth it off. 12 
And it came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this message, as 
he was drinking, he and the kings, in the ? pavilions, that he 
said unto his servants, § Set yourselves in array. And they set 
themselves in array against the city. 

13 And, behold, a prophet came near unto Ahab king of 
Israel, and said, Thus saith Jehovah, Hast thou seen all this 
great multitude ? behold, I will deliver it into thy hand this 
day ; and thou shalt know that I am Jehovah. 14 And Ahab 
said, By whom? And he said, Thus saith Jehovah, By the 
* voung men of the princes of the provinces. Then he said, 
Who shall 5 begin the battle? And he answered, Thou. 15 
Then he mustered the young men of the princes of the prov- 
inces, and they were two hundred and thirty-two: and after 
them he mustered all the people, even all the children of 
Israel, being seven thousand. 

16 And they went out at noon. But Ben-hadad was drink- 
ing himself drunk in the @pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty 
and two kings that helped him. 17 And the young men of the 
princes of the provinces went out first; and Ben-hadad sent 
out, and they told him, saying, There are men come out from 
Samaria. 18 And he said, Whether they are come out for 
peace, take them alive ; or whether they are come out for war, 
take them alive. 19 So these went out of the city, the youn 
men of the princes of the provinces, and the army which fol- 
lowed them. 20 And they slew every one his man; and the 
Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them: and Ben-hadad the 
king of Syria escaped 6 on a horse with horsemen. 21 And the 
king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and chariots, and 
slew the Syrians with a great slaughter. 

1 Heb. are at my feet. 


tiey placed the engines 
horse and horsemen 


2 Or, huts %Or, Place the engines And 
4Or, servants 5 Heb. dind. 4% Or, with 
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Why did God decide to do this? Get the class to 
discuss the question. The reason seems to have 
been that God was making another earnest, unde- 
served, pleading appeal to his loved people and their 
king to recognize the power and riches and posses- 
sions that were theirs by the right of His choice, and 
to turn to Him in loyalty and obedience that He 
might lavish upon them all that His heart longed to 
do: bring them again into the place of leadership 
and dominion and prosperity. 

God’s choice of the young men through whom Israel 
was to have victory emphasized God’s grace (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 3). ‘Think of promising victory to seven 
thousand against one hundred and twenty-seven 
thousand! Another suggestive point as to those 
young men is given by Mr. Rogers (2). 

God often uses natural means even while he is 
working a miracle. He turned Benhadad’s and the 
kings’ drinking against themselves. The unusual 
choice of the noon hour for beginning the battle was 
skilful strategy (Griffith Thomas, II, 4). . Benhadad, 
like the darky in the Round-Table illustration 2, did 
not ‘‘drink to success.” Lincoln’s advice (Round- 
Table, 1) would have been good for the leaders of 
that army. 

When God undertakes to defeat our enemies, he 
defeats them. His victories are not half-way or 
nine-tenths victories. And his reason for giving Is- 
rael this victory is stated at the end of verse 13. 

The whole of chapter 20 should be included to get 
the real meaning of this lesson. Satan is not dis- 
posed of by one defeat. Benhadad and his people 
decided to try it again; and Ahab was given full 
warning of this (v. 22), as we are (1 Pet. 5: 8). 

Israel’s second victory, a miracle gift from God, 
was even more tremendous and remarkable than the 
first (vs. 26-30; Griffith Thomas, II, §). And now of 
course Ahab, seeing God’s undeserved mercy and 
wonderful power, turned whole-heartedly to Him? 
If he had, how different the history of his people and 
of the world might have been! No; he decided to 
compromise with the enemy whom God had twice 
defeated, and make a covenant with him (vs. 31-34). 
Ahab knew that God was a very powerful God, but 
he believed that it was the part of wisdom and safety 
to have a little something in reserve in case God 
should fail him. It was good to have victories from 
God; but it might be even better to win Benhadad’s 
favor. So Ahab showed his distrust in God by his 
trust in God’s enemy. Have you ever trusted Satan 
more than God ? 

The tragedy of it is that, while Benhadad and his 
people were defeated by drink and by God himself, 
God’s own people suffered still worse defeat at Satan’s 
hands after two wonderful victories from God, by 
rejecting their God of victory and love. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


God’s love is unchanged by our sin. He does not 
cast us off because we rebel against him. His love 
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constantly devises new ways of expressing itself to 
us. He seems just tolive to love us. He will forgive 
and forget everything we have done against him if 
we will only believe in his love and accept all that he 
wants to give us. He always defeats our enemies 
when we trust him: and he sometimes defeats our 
enemies when we do not trust him, in order to help 
us to trust him. God loves us when we love him; 
and he loves us when we hate him. We love him 
only because he first loved us (1 ge 4:19). God is 
love. He is omnipotent love. o yield to his love 
means to yield to an omnipotence that will meet all 
our needs and make us more than conquerors every 
moment of our life. If, while we were God's enemies, 
he was willing and able toreconcile us tohim through 
the death of his Son, how much more can he give 
continual victory to those who, reconciled to him, take 
his Son’s Life as their life (Rom. 5: 10). 


Teaching Points 

Drinking is a counterfeit-substitute for the Holy Spirit 
and his joy and power in our lives. See the leading edi 
torial on the first two pages of this issue, and D1. Griffith 
Thomas (III, 6). 

The work of the Holy Spirit in Old Testament times is 
illuminatingly discussed by Dr, James M. Gray on page 
511. 

Is Great Britain in danger of ruin through drink? Dr. 
A. C. Dixon discusses this question on page 509. 

A wealth of temperance teaching points is given on 
page 517. 

Every time we sin we say to Satan, as did Ahab to Ben- 
hadad (v. 4), ‘‘ My lord, O king; I am thine, and all that I 
have.”’ 

God can make victoriously alive those whom Satan in- 
tends to take alive (vs. 19, 20). 

God offers to empower us at any time and all the time to 
slay every one of our enemies. ‘‘ They slew every one his 
man’’ (v, 20). This is the completely victorious life ; it is 
= miracle of the gospel for the present as well as for the 

uture, 

A boastful man thinks it is perfectly safe for him to 
drink; and a drinking man thinks it is perfectly safe for 
him to boast. 

The liquor traffic is invading our land as Benhadad in 
‘vaded Israel (Baldwin, 3). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

How is it that kings and rulers have, through al) the 
ages, been able without difficulty to get multitudes of their 
subjects to go to war and to death at their command ? 

How do you account for the war spirit of the nations 
to-day ? 

Why are men so slow to trust God? Has: he done as 
much for you as he did for Israel? Do you trust him? 

Is it certain that widely diffused information about the 
evils of drink will end drinking ? 

What are the best arguments you know of for drinking? 

What are the best arguments you know of for total ab- 
stinence ? 

Would Benhadad and his armies have won the victory 
if they had not been drinking ? 

Why did God want Benhadad destroyed (v. 42). 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


|For the teacher to give the class aweek ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 


Review: Obedience and Kingship (Read Psalm 72). 


We are going to look back, next Sunday, at the 
highest mountain peak of Israel’s glory in all her his- 
tory: the kingdom of Solomon. Then we are going 
to look forward to a mountain peak of Israel’s glory 
here on earth that will make the Solomon mountain 
peak look like a mole hill, That is God's plan for his 
people. It has always been his plan for them, but 
they wouldn’t have it. Let us go through the lessons 
at home this week to discover what were the real 
reasons why Israel would not accept the prosperity 
and glory and power that God longed to give them. 

How the boys may prepare for next Sunday’s re- 
view is suggested in Pucker’s class (Rogers, 3). 


What men during the quarter’s lessons tried to get what 
God wanted to give them, but refused to take it in God’s 
way? 

What is the strongest evidence you find in the quarter’s 
lessons that God wants his people to have the best sort of a 
time in this life? 

Can people really be Christians and reject a great deal of 
God’s will for them! ‘The quarter’s lessons throw light on 
this. 

Who seems to be the best character in the quarter’s les- 
sons, and why? 

Who seems to be the worst character in the quarter’s les- 
sons, and why? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 


Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





UMAN nature is fundamentally the same in all 
ages, however different the circumstances, and 
the Bible by ‘‘ holding the mirror up to nature” 

shows us that men act to-day as they have always 
acted in the re. This is the perennial and perma- 
nent value of Scripture. Thus Ahab and Benhadad 
are revealed plainly in this story, and we gain clear 
insight into their characters, 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—This chapter is a parenthesis in the 
life of Elijah, a break in the record of his activity. 
But there were other prophets at work, no less than 
four references being found in the chapter (vs. 13, 
22, 28, 35), with at least three different men. This 
is a hint of the 7,000 faithful ones (19: 18). (1) 

Date.—Perhaps about 907 B. C., and not long after 
the return of Elijah (19 : 19-21). 


II. The Lesson 

The Insolent Demand (vs. 1-6).—Syria, Israel's 
great and persistent enemy, proclaimed war and be- 
sieged Samaria. Benhadad was the successor of the 
Benhadad mentioned earlier (15 : 18). Hadad, or 
Hadah, was like Pharaoh, Cesar, Tsar, a title. 
Syria was on the northeast of Israel, and its capital 
was the old and famous city, Damascus. The thirty- 
two kings with him were feudatories (Josh. 12 : 9-24), 
rulers over some small neighboring kingdoms. Ben- 
hadad’s message (offering to raise the siege) was 
couched in language of the grossest insult. He must 
have thought Israel powerless to oppose him. He 
laid claim to everything Ahab possessed, including 
wives and children (v. 3). What must Jezebel have 
thought of this! Her husband, the weak Ahab, in 
his fear sent an answer of abject submission (v. 4), 
and his degradation could hardly go lower. Encour- 
aged by this attitude, Benhadad sent another mes- 
sage, ordering the city to be delivered for plunder, 
thereby insisting on fuller submission. (1) 

The Boastful Message (vs. 7-12).—Ahab, in his 
alarm, summoned his council, and put the desperate 
‘plight before them. They were more courageous 
than their king, and the result was a message of re- 
fusal of this second demand, while ready to carry 
out the first (v. 9). Benhadad, with the customary 
oath (19: 2), threatened to reduce Samaria to dust 
(v. 10), Then Ahab, further emboldened, replied in 
the. words of an evidently familiar proverb (Prov. 
27:1) When the message was given to Benhadad 
he was drinking hard in his temporary booths, and 
it goaded him to fury. He was evidently quite cer- 
tain of victory, and was already indulging himself, 
At once came the order, ‘‘ Place the engines”’ (see 
margin), and everything was put in readiness for the 
attack. These were battering rams to break down 
the walls of Samaria. (2) 

The Divine Assurance (vs. 13-15). Nothing is 
known of this prophet, but it is significant that Jeho- 
vah had his witnesses at this time (18 : 13) A 
prophet is a spokesman, a witness for God, one sent 
with a divine message (Exod. 7:1). How suggest- 
ive was this word from God, giving Ahab another 
chance. With a bold question and an equally bold 
answer, the victory was assured (v. 13), and the 
result was intended to prove to Ahab the reality 
of Jehovah as the true God. The ‘great multi- 
tude” was at least 127,000 men (vs. 25-30). 

Astonished Ahab could only reply, ‘‘ By whom ” (v. 
14), and he received the unexpected answer, ‘' By 
the young servants [margin] of the provincial gov- 
ernors,” servants of chiefs of Israel (4: 7-19) who 
had apparently been compelled to take refuge in Sa- 
maria from the power of Syria. Thus the victory 
was to be due to God’s intervention and not won by 
the power of experienced soldiers, lest Israel should 
boast. It was to show king and people that God had 
not forgotten his promises, and that Jehovah, not 
Baal, was the God of victory. These young men 
have been fitly compared to Gideon’s three hundred 
(Judg. 7: 7). But there still remained the question 
of the commander-in-chief, and when Ahab inquired 
as to this, he received the astounding answer that he 
was to be the leader (v. 14). ‘* Thou.” God was 
willing to use even Ahab, if he would goin the divine 
Strength. Note the word. ‘' Thou,” a call to an un- 
expected work. All depends on the way in which we 
respond. ‘The situation needed promptitude, and 
Ahab could only muster 232 of these young men, to- 
gether with a small company of 7,000 men, all that 
were available in the besieged city. It is an inter- 
esting coincidence (but only a coincidence) that 7,000 
was the number mentioned by God to Elijah (19 : 18). 
Here the fewness was doubtless due to the sudden 
call, to the siege of the city, but above all to the evi- 
dent purpose of God to show he could save by few 
as well as by many (2 Chron. 14: 11). (3) 

The Complete Victory (vs, 16-21).—And so Ahab 





and his little army went out at an unusual time (v. 16). 
Under the intolerable heat of the Eastern sun at that 
hour the chariots and horses would be unprepared, 
and Benhadad was still drinking. Nothing was 
ready, and when the king of Syria was told of the 
coming of the young men he thought they were 
about to sue for peace, and so, in his contempt and 
boasting, ordered them to be taken alive(v. 18). But 
he was soon undeceived, and the little band clashed 
into Syria’s huge host and created a great panic. 
Benhadad himself hadja narrow escape. Drunken- 
ness and panic had their effect, and only the cavalry 
got safely away (v, 21). (4) 

Although the lesson ends at this point, because it 
has special reference to the sin of drunkenness, it 
may be well to observe briefly the outcome. ‘The 
prophet probably saw signs of carelessness in Ahab, 
for he came with another message (v. 22). It was no 
time to settle down in carelessness, for the Syrians 
were sure to return in the spring, at the proper time 
for warfare (2 Sam. 11:1), And so it took place. 
The courtiers of Benhadad conceived the idea that 
Jehovah was only a hill-god, and that this accounted 
for the victory. If only Syria engaged Israel in the 
plains, the result would be very different (vs, 23-25). 
The following year the great battle of Aphek took 
place in a plain southeast of Galilee. An enormous 
Syrian host met a mere handful of Israelites (v. 27), 
and again a prophet was sent to encourage Ahab, 
and show that Jehovah was God everywhere (v. 28). 
After a pause of seven days, Jehovah gave another 
victory, one of the most remarkable in the record. 
But how did Ahab act? There was no recognition of 
God, no thanksgiving, and no indication of desire to 
obey the word of the prophet. Benhadad had come 
into his power, but he was allowed to go free, with 
royal honors (vs. 31-34). Thus the weak Ahab threw 


away the fruits of a divinely-given victory. But he. 


was not to escape reproof, for the prophet was or- 
dered to bring home to him his deplorable mistake, 
and by means of an acted parable the consequences 
were shown (vs. 35-42). No wonder the king went 
home ‘‘heavy and displeased” (v. 43), and in a few 
years afterward paid the penalty of his neglect of 
God. The opportunities given him were ample, but 


when they were lost they could not be regained. (5) - 


III. Central Truths 


1. Zhe Sin.— Benhadad was defeated because of 
his drunkenness, but we see how quickly other sins 
were, as usual, associated with it: Pride, boastful- 
ness, loss of self-respect. It is significant that Scrip- 
ture emphasizes the danger of strong drink to mon- 
archs and rulers (Prov. 31:4; Dan.5:1; Hab. 2:5). 
Those in authority, on whose clear judgment somuch 
depends, must especially be free of this risk. The 
influence of drink on the mental powers is sadly 
familiar. There is a proverb: ‘t When the drink’s 
in, the wits are out,” and the prophet Isaiah charged 
the leaders of Israel with the sin of intemperance, 
which caused error in vision and decision (Isa, 28 : 
6, 7). 

Among the many evils and sins connected with 
alcohol, let this be the one on which attention is now 
specially centered: the dulness of vision and theina- 
bility to understand and decide aright. ‘his is the 
message of the Golden Text: ‘‘Wine and new wine 
take away the understanding” (Hos. 4:11). The 
Hebrew has the word ‘‘heart,” and in Scripture, both 
in the Old Testament and also in the New, ‘ heart” 
always means the center of the moral being and in- 
cludes three elements: mind, feeling, and will; what 
we think, what we feel, and what we do. Or more 
abstractly, the intellectual, emotional, and volitional 
elements. Each of these is affected for evil by drink: 
we cannot understand aright; our feelings are dis- 
torted; and our powers of action are weakened. So 
that drinking, in robbing us of thinking, robs us of 
all that follows true thought, and a Scottish worker 
has well said, ‘* Drinking makes thinking impossi- 
ble.” The old proverb, ‘zz vino veritas” (in wine, 
truth), has only the sad meaning that when a man is 
drunk, the truth will inevitably come out of him. 
Nothing else is true in the use of wine. It is impos- 
sible to exaggerate the biblical truth, emphasized by 
illustrations from history and daily experience, that 
wine takes away the understanding, that for real 
mental power we must be free from this evil. 

2. The Safeguard.—But how is the danger to be 
met? How are we to accomplish the reverse of the 
proverb: ‘‘When the wits are in, the drink is out”? 
The answer is found in two very significant Scripture 
passages: ‘‘ He shall drink no wine nor strong drink; 
and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit ” (Luke 1: 
15). ‘*Be not drunken with wine, ... but be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). he presence of the 
one “spirit” seems absolutely opposed to that of the 
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other, and we must choose which of these ‘ fills” 
our lives. Chalmers was once riding on a coach 
when the driver suddenly ‘‘ flicked” the ear of one of 
the horses with his whip, making him dart forward. 
As all had been going well, Chalmers asked the 
reason, and was told that there was a white stone on 
the side of the road at which the horse would ‘' shy,” 
and so, to divert his attention at that point, the 
driver touched the ear on the opposite side. Chal- 
mers saw in this what he afterward put in one of his 
sermons, ‘‘ the expulsive power of a new affection,” 
The Spirit of God can alone adequately ‘‘expel” the 
spirit of alcohol. (6) 


IV. A Lesson Outline 


1. The Insolent Demand (Lev. 10 : 8-11). 

2. ‘The Boastful Message (Prov. 20 : 1-7). 

3- The Divine Assurance (Dan. § : 1-9). 

4. The Complete Victory (Titus 2). 
Wyc.LirFE COLLEGE, TORONTO, 


x 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Little Scotchman.— 7/o0u shalt deliver me thy 
silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy chil- 
dren (vy. 5). Soorders Benhadad, king of Syria, but 
it sounds just like Ben Barleycorn, king of Pennsyl- 
vania, Here we are at our quarterly temperance lesson 
for the steenth time. So monstrous is the curse and 
so universal the wreck and the saloon loot, there is 
an embarrassment of riches in lesson material. We 
had just driven all the saloons out of Coatesville for 
ayear. I wasasked to make a speech on ‘‘Coatesville 
Wet and Dry.”’ I asked my Iron Rose Bible Class 
to make my speech forme. Among the men is a little 
Scotchman who has a family of ten children and 
moderate wages. Onlya few weeks ago I was in his 
home praying with him after his latest (and last) 
spree. ‘' Well, Sandy, what have you to say about 
Coatesville wet and dry?” ‘*Misther Redgway, I 
spake antoirely from axperience,” he said with a fine 
burr. Then he went on to tell the old, old story of 
silver, gold, wife, children ground up by the saloon, 
and all the sorrow, misery, and poverty of the dri 1k- 
ard. ‘* But now,” he said, in conclusion, ‘‘the purty 
part of it allis I hev siventy-eight dollars saved up 
in your Little Bank Around the Corner.” This is 
what a little canny Scotchman with ten kiddies can 
do in four months in an iron town, Think of the 
rich and happy Pennsylvania when the whole state 
goes dry. (1) 


Why He Does It.—See how this man seeketh mis- 
chief (v. 7). When it comes to rum, ‘ mischief” is 
too weak a word, It is not just ‘‘disturbing the 
order of things’’ the rumseller works. It is wreck, 
disaster, misery, and death. It is hunger, naked- 
ness, and disgrace around these parts. But I do not 
think the rumseller deliberately starts out to work 
havoc with men. He does not say, ‘*Go to now, I 
will get me busy and fill asylums, jails, graves, and 
hell with the fools among my neighbors.” He says 
instead, ‘‘I will make me some good long green and 
white coin of the realm.” ‘The rest then follows as 
the night the day. His love of money is the root of 
his evil (1 Tim. 6: 10). 


Business Wrecks.—Ben-hadad was drinking him- 
self drunk ... he and the kings (v. 16). While 
waiting in a restaurant I am taking a little in- 
inventory of my fellow-diners. Lots of them are 
having drink with their food. But there is not an 
important-looking man in the great room with a bot- 
tle or a wineglass. Not one. These with their 
whiskey and their beer all look like third- and fourth- 
graders. Ambulance-chasers, odd-jobbers, promot- 
ers, pickers-up-of-a-living, the ragtag and bobtail of 
city business life. ‘The other day I was taken to an 
eating-club forlunch. The members of this club are 
the head men in one of New York’s great businesses. 
There must have been over five hundred men in that 
great room. If there was any man having liquor 
with his lunch I did not see him, and you generally 
find what you are looking for if it is there. 1 called 
the waiter to me. ‘‘Fritz, you don’t seem to serve 
much liquor up here?” I said. ‘* Very little, indeed, 
sir,” he replied. The head fellows, the big men, seem 
to let the stuff alone. It is only the understrapper, 
marking time, or sliding down, who cannot get 
through his lunch without his liquor. When Ben- 
hadad and his friends get to the place where they 
drink themselves drunk, good by, business, for either 
boss or man. In fact the wreck of most ‘‘kingdoms” 
is due to Benhadad drinking himself drunk. 


** He Eats "Em Alive.”—Ad he said,... take them 
alive (v. 18). The choice young men. This is the 
hellishness of the rum demon. Like the man in the 
side show, ‘tHe eats ’em alive, he eats ’’em alive.” 
The shop drunkard is like as not to be one of the 
best workmen. The road drunkard is apt to be one 
of the very best salesmen. ‘Thousands of college 
men say, with a changed name, ‘‘ Poor Jack, he was 
one of the brightest fellows that ever tramped the 
campus.” Ben Barleycorn doesn’t go gunning after 
starved crows or lame ducks. He wants to take them 
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very much alive. That is why he is after you (1 Pet. 
5:8). When we were boys, in order to take them 
alive we made box traps. I never see a saloon with 
its open door and attractive bait for the sportive 
young ‘‘ bunnies” but I think of those old traps we 
used to make to take r simple Brer Rabbit. I 
spent a day or two at a jail, and the superintendent 
took me around through the wards at night. Here 
were seven hundred young men, all under twenty- 
five. Almost all of them had been taken alive by 
Ben Barleycorn or some of his captains. ‘There is, 
however, one great advantage in the live-hunting. 
There is always the chance for freedom (Gal. 5: 1; 
John 8 : 36). 


The Way Down—and Out.—- Zhe king of /srae/... 
slew the Syrians with a great slaughter (vy. 21). 
Drink and Disaster are running mates, Drink 
means defeat in a man, a family, a business, a na- 
tion. The Russians were said to be the world’s 
hardest drinkers, and a little island kingdom gave 
them the worst drubbing of modern times. I heard 
the late Henry Varley say that the reason Germany 
made such quick work of France in the war of 1871 
was because of debauchery and sin in the French 
army. (This paragraph was written before the 

resent war was deemed possible. Russia is now 

ry, and France is a new nation.) More than one 
battle in the world’s history has been lost because 
the officers took too many ‘‘ bracers" and drunken 
orders were given. Many a business disaster can be 
traced to the decanter. Just as soon as it is said in 
commercial circles, ‘‘One of the firm is drinking 
hard,” it is known what to expect, and the wise one 
says, ‘‘ We thank vou for the order, but we cannot 
handle the business at this time, etc., etc., etc.” Yet 
in spite of such well-known facts there are lots of 
fool boys cultivating a taste that makes for no good 
and may mean defeat and death. Who wants to 
buy goods on a booze breath, and who wants a man- 
ager with a palm-room disposition? When Benhadad 
and his kings drink themselves drunk Sedan and 
Port Arthur are right ahead with defeat and slaugh- 
ter. The wages of Rum is death. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
~% 


The Illustration Round-Table 


A iL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used. and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 
ing the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


What the Half Crown Did.— Wine and new wine take 
away the understanding (Golden Text). ‘ Papa, 
will you please give me half-a-crown for my new hat?” 
asked a schoolgirl of her father one morning. ‘‘ No, 
May ; I can’t spare the money.” ‘The refusal came 
from the parent in a curt, indifferent tone, The 
disappointed girl went to school. The father started 
for his place of business. On his way he met a 
friend, and invited him into a tavern for a drink. 
And the man who could not spare his daughter 
half-a-crown for a hat laid that sum on the counter, 
which just paid for the drinks. Just then the sa- 
loon-keeper’s daughter entered, and said, ‘‘ Papa, I 
want half-a-crown for my new hat.” ‘All right,” 
said the dealer, and taking up the coin from the 
counter handed it to the girl, who departed 
smiling. May’s father was dazed, walked out alone, 
and said to himself, ‘‘ Tothink Ishould have brought 
my money here for the rumseller’s daughter to buy a 
hat with, after refusing it to my own daughter. 
I'll never driuk another drop.” He kept his pledge. 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Jersey, Eng. 


A New Song.— Wine and new wine take away 
the understanding (Golden Text). 


** It’s a long way to prohibition, 

But it’s the right way to go. 

It’s a lang way to prohibition, 
For the fairest land we know. 

So it’s good-bye local option, 
High license we’ll forswear. 

It’s been a long way to prohibition, 
But we’re almost there.’’ 


—From the Backbone. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 


The Substitute.— Wine and new wine take away 
the understanding (Golden Text). Mr. Henry J. 
Allen, of Kansas, lately quotec. from a brewer's circ- 
ular, ‘* beer may be substituted for bread,” and pro- 
ceeded to say: ‘‘ Frequently it is also substituted 
for shoes, and school-books, and clothes, and meat, 
and house-rent and furniture. In fact, a liberal use 
of it will make it a substitute for everything except 
the grave.”"—Quoted in the National Advocate. 
Sent by Mrs. Wm. H. Best, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Lincoln’s Word.— As he was drinking (v. 3). An 
old soldier at a campfire reunion said : ‘‘I was a pri- 
vate in one of the Western regiments that arrived 
first in Washington after the call for 75,000. We 
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were given leave to see the town. My comrade and 
I were just about to go into the door of a saloon, 
wheu a hand was laid upon my arm, and, looking 
up, there was President Lincoln, from his great 
height looking down on me, a mere lad, regardin 
me with those kindly eyes and a pleasant smile. { 
almost dropped with surprise and bashfulness, but 
he held out his hand and, as I took it, he shook 
hands in vigorous Western fashion and, said ‘I don't 
like to see our uniform going into those places.’ 
That was all he said, and passed on. We would not 
have gone into that saloon for all the gold in Washing- 
ton.”—From the Expositor. Sent by William S. 
Jackson, Brooklyn, N. Y. The prize for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration. (1) 


The Verdict.—-Pehold, J will deliver it into thy 
hand this day (v.13). Mrs. Rosie Bierhausen of 
Chicago has been given a verdict of $750 against two 
saloon-keepers. Years ago her husband was a pros- 
perous contractor, until he started to drink. After 
that, two saloons got Mr. Bierhausen’s wages, and 
his wife and children suffered. Mrs. Bierlausen 
sought advice from the Citizens’ League, and suit 
was brought against the two saloon-keepers, under 
the dram shop act. It took five years for the case 
to reach trial, but after Mrs. Bierhausen told her 
story a joint verdict was returned against the two 
men whose cash registers swallowed her husband's 
wages.—From the Utica Press, Sent by W. /. 
Hart, D,D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Not a Winning Habit.—Aen-hadad was drinking 
... And the king of Israel... slew the Syrians (vs. 
16, 21). Said a member of achurch near Philadel- 
phia, the other day: ‘“‘I was talking to a colored 
man whom I was examining for insurance. The 
colored people are in the habit of using words they 
do not fully understand the meaning of, and as a 
result they invariably misplace them. I asked him, 
‘Do you drink alcoholic liquors?’ The darkey an- 
swered, ‘No, I can’t say I does; and I can’t say I 
doesn’t. But I never done drink to success,’” {*' 


“ 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
O-DAY we will look southward from the ground 

which our map marks 34. It is a more produc- 

tive and livable region than the slopes of Sinai 
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that we saw last week. Olive trees cover a descend- 
ing hillside at ourfeet. A brook runs through a pleas- 
ant valley below. At the farther side of that valley 
a hill rises, parts of its gently rounding sides laid off 
in terraces for growing vegetables and grapes. Other 
parts are used for orchards of fig and olive trees. Up 
on the highest ridge we can see where the surface 
soil has recently been dug away, revealing masses of 
lighter colored stone, 

That is the famous hill of Samaria. The excava- 
tions on the summit have lately brought to light the 
foundations of a splendid pagan temple and the prob- 
able site of the royal palace. 

It is likely enough that Ben-hadad’s men may have 
camped near where we are now. ‘The Hebrew city 
covered a large part of the hill and was surrounded 
by strong defense walls. No doubt the Syrian sol- 
diers gloated in advance over the rich loot they ex- 
pected tocarry home. The city storehouses would 
supply food for a long time to the besieged people, 
but soouer or later the food would be exhausted; then 
a well-fed army from outside could surely overpower 
the weakened guards. Yes, such a plan might have 
worked Samaria’s destruction if the Syrians had kept 
their wits. But Ben-hadad and his allies chose a 
drinking spree and lost the campaign. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Samaria from the north 
with its olive groves and encircling hills.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places read. Forty-five places will be visited during 
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1915 ; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if they are all 
ordered at one t.me a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the lessons of this 
third quarter ; the twelve stereographs cost $2. The three for 
September alone cost so cents. ss than three in one order are 
20 cents each.. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides of 
the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at oue time prices are: plain slides, 4o 
cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or 
express will be prepaid on all orders for stereographs or 
stereoscopes. Address ‘he Sunday School ‘limes Co., tog 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


WW eet out ar ts pleasant in thine eyes, they 
shall put it in their hand, and take tt away 
(v. 6). The Jewish tradition is that the treas- 
ure that was more precious to the king than family 
and silver and gold was the beautiful copy of the law 
which he possessed. Ben-hadad said that he had 
heard it reported as being ‘‘more precious than 
gold, yea than much fine gold,” and he must have it. 
This the king refused tosurrender. It may seem una- 
likely that Ahab would have attached such importance 
to the commandments that he had so openly disobeyed, 
but it sometimes happens that a man who scoffs at re- 
ligion still carries in heart a reverent knowledge of 
the truth which he cannot shake off. For this act of 
veneration toward the book of the law, the Jewish 
commentary records that Micaiah said to Ahab, after 
the rabbinical manner, that he would reign over 
Israel 22 years, being the number of the lettters in 
the Hebrew alphabet in which the sacred law was 
written ! (1) 

If the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls 
(v. 10). It was the custom in the case of capturing 
the enemy’s city to raze it to the ground, as in the 
prophecy about Jerusalem, not leaving one stone upon 
another. Ben-hadad’s host was so great that it would 
be impossible for each man to get a handful of the 
débris to carry away. Ahab replied to this figurative 
threat by another figure, corresponding to the Arabic 
proverb, ‘*The value of an enterprise is measured 
by its result.” (2) 

Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in the 
pavilions (v. 16). Such in former times was the cus- 
tom of the proud and tyrannical emirs or princes of 
the Lebanon. They arose and dressed themselves 
about noon, and with aching head and inflamed eyes 
had to drink more wine to recover steadiness of nerve 
after the debauch of the previous night. In the East, 
drunkenness has never been a vice of the poor and 
laboring classes, but is associated with wealth and its 
attendant luxury and immorality. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt, 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, we would not 
lead defeated lives. The victory that thou hast given to 
others we, too, would know by blessed and constant ex- 
perience, Teach us how to let thee do the fighting for us 
against the temptations that have so often overcome us. 
Bring us into joyous surrender to thee, and may sin no 
longer have dominion over us, Enable us, we pray thee, 
to do our part in doing away with the opportunities for 
sinning through strong drink, and may the curse and bond- 
age of that seductive form of sin be taken away from our 
own and other nations. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Two young fellows were walking 
along a city street one day, when the older of the two 
asked of the other, in a matter-of-fact tone: ‘* Have 
gy begun to drink yet?” The other had not, and 

e said so; and more than that, he made it clear that 
he didn’t expect tobegin. That ‘ of-course-you-will- 
some time” tone has remained in his memory. The 
older fellow began to drink, with the usual damage; 
the younger never has begun,—and the two had their 
talk nearly thirty years ago. 

Thank God, there is no ‘tof course” about any 
defeat at the hand of sin unless we want to be de- 
feated! We can choose Christ and victory, or we can 
choose Satan and defeat. Some of you young people 
will make such a choice this very day, in the face of 
one temptation or another that may drive hard at 
you. But you needn’t be defeated, if you will let 
Christ come between you and the attack. A young 
fellow who had suffered severely from defeat through 
drink, and who has now come out into victory, says 
that the only way in which he keeps on the victory 
side is just to turn straight to Christ when he is 
tempted, and then he is guarded and kept. 

Stand firm and be clear on the drink question! 
Never let alcohol bring you into the first step toward 
the fatal acquaintance that so easily follows! Oh, 
the world needs clear-headed, clean-living men and 
women far too much for any of us to waste ourselves 
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in any form of indulgence! And it is true 
that defeat is sin, because that means turning 


CHOOSE cerear I0-DAY 


WHICH? 


That is a big question on the board, I’m 
not going to leave the matter in question, | 
though. Out goes defeat, and out goes the 
word ‘*which,’’ with its question - mark, 
And now how does it read? Yes,—‘* Choose 
victory to-day.” 

Will you? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘‘ A mighty fortress is our God.”’ 

‘* IT need thee every hour.”’ 

‘* Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve.” 

*‘ Fight the good fight with all thy might.” 
‘* My soul, be on thy guard.” 

** Onward, Christian soldiers."’ 

‘* The Son of God goes forth to war.” 

‘ Vield not to temptation.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 17 : 1-15 (28 : 1-3). 

Psalm 60 : 1-8 (119 : 4, 5, 10, 11). 
Psalm 9g : 1-20 (14: 1, 8, 9, 10). 
Psalm 92 : 5-15 (187 : I, 2). 
Psalm 141 : I-10 (301 : 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING. —Boasting and drink- 
ing bring defeat. 

Introduction. —Do you remember 
the story of the hare and the tortoise who 
ran arace? Thehare boasted that he could 
run so swiftly that he was sure to win. The 
tortoise didn’t say much, but traveled stead- 
ily along as fast as he could, and passed the 
hare, who had stopped for a nap. After all, 
the tortoise won. 

A verse in my Bible says, Boast not thy- 
self of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what 
a day may bring forth. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—Many years 
ago there lived a great and mighty king 
named Benhadad. He had conquered many 
kings and countries, yet he wanted the coun- 
try which God had given to his chosen peo- 
ple, the children of Israel. 

It was the country where Elijah and King 
Ahab lived,—a beautiful country after the 
rain came again and made the grass, trees, 
flowers, fruits, and grains grow once more. 

King Benhadad boasted that he would take 
this land away from King Ahab. He wanted 
his friends, thirty-two other kings, to see him 
do it, so he invited them to go with him, with 
fine horses and chariots and many soldiers 
and servants, to surround King Ahab’s big- 
gest city and make war against it. 

Benhadad sent messengers to say to King 
Ahab, I want your silver and gold, wives and 
children, even the best of them. If Ahab 
gave these things, Benhadad would not de- 
stroy his city. Ahab made a promise, but 
Benhadad was not satisfied. He sent mes- 
sengers again to say, To-morrow my servants 
will search your houses to take whatever they 
please. 

King Ahab was troubled and called his 
older men together to tell them what Benha- 
dad threatened to do. They said, You must 
not consent, nor let him do what he threat- 
ens. 

When King Benhadad heard their answer 
he was angry, and boasted that his soldiers 
would easily take the city. 

King Ahab was not a good king,—he 
worshiped idols; but he bravely sent word, 
Tell Benhadad, Let not him that girdeth on 
his harness boast himself as he that putteth 
it off. 


| will give them into your hand that you may 


know that Iam the Lord. The prophet said 
to Ahab, You shall order the battle and 
choose the young men ef the princes to help 
you. Ahab called them and the people to 
help him. 

It was noon when Ahab led them against 
Benhadad’s army. By that time Benhadad 
and his friends had taken so much wine that 
they were drunk and not able to help their 
army. 

Somebody told Benhadad that Ahab was 
coming with his army. Benhadad boasted, 
Whether they come for peace or war, we 
will take them alive. Benhadad must have 
been surprised to see his soldiers running 
away. Benhadad was glad to get on a horse 
and ride away to save his life. Ahab’s sol- 
diers won the victory. 

God’s prophet came again and said, Watch | 
out, for at the end of the year Benhadad will 
come back again; and he did. He said to 
his soldiers, Ahab’s god is a god of the hills 
and helped him. If we fight on the plain, 
his god cannot help him. 

Benhadad didn’t bring thirty-two other 
kings the second time. He put captains 
over his men. For a week the armies faced 
each other; then, when the battle was 
fought, Ahab and his children of Israel won 
the second time. Benhadad’s boasting and 
drinking didn’t help him to win. 

After the Story. — Nobody who drinks 
wine, etc., can work, study, fight, or play 
his best. Our memory verse says, Wine 
and new wine take away the understand- 
ing, which means that wine takes away the 
mind and good sense. President Wilson 
and many great men will not drink any kind 
of liquor, 

During the great war in Europe rulers of 
some nations have said their officers and 
soldiers must not drink, because they cannot 
give their best service if they use liquor. 
Railroad men and all kinds of workmen are 
learning that wine and strong drink always 
harm people. This is one of our mottoes : 


‘* Whatever harms my body, 
I will not use at all.”’ 


God made all the lovely fruits with their 
lovely juices, which he wants us to enjoy, 
for they are good for us. He does not want 
us to let the juices spoil to make alcohol, 
which harms instead of helps. 

Hand-work.—Draw the kind of fruit whose 
juice you like best; then draw or name 
something which people lose when they use 
wine and strong drink. 

(For temperance mottoes and songs see 
‘*Graded ‘Temperance Helps,’’ Io cents; 
Dietz & Co., Chicago.) 

CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


YOUNG judge recently died in an Ohio 
town. He and his family were highly 
respected. He was a young man of 

education, exceptional ability, attractive per- 
sonality, a favorite in social circles, and in de- 
mand as a speaker for public occasions. A\l- 
most every philanthropic and civic enterprise 
was fostered by him. Although but a young 
man his legal ability was recognized in that 
he was made judge of the circuit court. (4) 
But he drank. He would withstand the 
craving as long as he could, then hang a sign 
*¢ Absent from the City ’’ on his door, and flee 
to another town, remaining until sobered up. 
One day he adjourned court as he frequently 
didand was gone. Big headlines in the morn- 
ing papers read —‘‘ Judge Found Dead 
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good things spells defeat some time, some- 
where, 

A man may drink, be able to walk straight, 
give his children education, provide his home 
with comforts, succeed in business, to all ap- 
pearances be on a par with the man who does 
not drink, nevertheless that man is being de- 
feated. Typhoid fever, pneumonia, or other 
disease will one day overtake him, and the 
doctor will announce, ‘* But little hope for 
recovery. Alcoholic heart.’? Should the 
drinking man apparently bear no evil effects 
in his own life, his son may be handicapped 
through his entire existence because of inher- 
iting an unsatiable appetite for rum, 

Again many a boy may look to this man as 
an ideal of a man who can drink without the 
conspicuous ill effects. Following him as an 
example they end in pitiable vice, sin and ruin, 

Then there is the misuse of money. 
Granted that the drinking man, his wife and 
children have their needs supplied (which is 
rarely the case), how great must the sin of 
this money wasted be to God with people all 
about us suffering and in need, to say nothing 
of our black and yeilow cousins across the 
waters waiting for the story of Jesus. 

The person who drinks is sure to become 
less and less sensitive to the leadings and 
voice of God, Drink takes one farther and 
yet farther away from God, Thus drinking 
brings not only physical, mental, and moral 
defeat, but, saddest of all, spiritual defeat, 
for God has said the drunkard can not inherit 


| the kingdom of Heaven (1 Cor, 6: 10; Gal. 


5:21). Think of it, barred from Heaven 
for all eternity, ‘Depart from me, ye 
cursed,’’ will be the saddest of all (Matt. 25 : 
41). Here let the girls relate the defeats 
(murders, suicides, accidents, etc., due to 
drink) they have observed in their reading, 
as assigned last week. 

Samaria’s. invasion by Benhadad the king 
of Syria is a striking picture of the way the 
forces of intemperance are invading our land 
to-day. Syria was the most powerful nation 
at that time bordering on the Mediterranean. 
King Benhadad looked greedily upon the 
prosperous nation to the south. Compare 
Benhadad’s demand (v, 3) with the robbery 
intemperance commits: 240,000 saloons, 
draining $1,400,000,000 from the American 
people. (3) 

It seemed utterly impossible to King Ahab 
to overcome the great multitude of Syrians 
with his handful of men. So the temper- 
ance forces sometimes feel their helplessness 
before the deeply. intrenched and well-or- 
ganized liquor hosts. But there was one on 
Ahab’s side who far more than outweighed 
the opposing host. We need never fear de- 
feat when we are on God’s side. One with 
God is always a majority, Our enemies are 
more than a match for us, but they are no 
match for Jehovah. Temperance is bound 
to win because God is for it. 

Arrogant and haughty Benhadad was con- 
fident of victory. But he was defeated. No 
young man when taking the first glass ever 
intended to end a drunkard. He expects to 
drink or let it alone, as he chooses. Have 
you noticed how many do not choose to let 
it alone? If only young people could see 
before they entered the front door of the 
satoon the poor human wrecks who are 
kicked out the back door! 

Notice Ahab’s question, 
begin the battle?’? And God’s reply, 
‘sThou’”’ (v, 14). You may have heard 
some girls say, ‘* Liquor doesn’t affect us. 
Neither my father, brothers, or any of my 
relatives drink. It doesn’t matter to me 
whether our town has saloons in it or not.” 
God pity a girl so selfish as to have no care 
for the other girls and their fathers and 
brothers. A girl who made just such a 


** Who shall 





in His Room at Hotel. Death Due to Alco- 
holism.”’ 

Defeat through drunkenness? Yes, every 
time. This young man had a good ancestry, 
exceptionally helpful environment, trained 
intellect, rugged physique, in his favor. 
Nevertheless, drink defeated him. 
any one tried to control and master the pas- 
sion for drink by a strong will and good res- 
olution it was this young man. Some think 
that only those who have inherited a taste for 
liquor or who have weak wills are overcome 
by it. Not so. Drink is no respecter of 
persons. (2) 





Benhadad was so sure of winning that he 
and his thirty-two kings spent their time 
drinking wine and making merry. 

Then God’s prophet, a man like Elijah, 
came to King Ahab and said, Have you seen 


bring defeat in every case.’?’ Remember that 
| defeat due to liquor does not always manifest 
| itself in a man staggering home intoxicated, 
| beating his wife, murdering his children, or 
| his own life going out in a drunken brawl. 


If ever | 


Some girl may suggest, ‘‘ Drink does not | 


statement was, within a week, in a street- 
car accident. The motorman had been in- 
toxicated. None of us are secure from the 
effects of alcohol. God would have us wage 
war against the enemy, not waiting until we 
| ourselves have been attacked. Let the girls 
| report temperance victories they have noted 
in their recent reading. 

Notice another answer God makes to Ahab 
when he questions, ‘‘ By whom?’’ (v. 14.) 
The saloons must have boys. If -for the next 
few years not a single boy formed the, liquor 
habit, the saloons would be forced out of 
| business. Drunkards are short-lived. They 
would soon die off. But God wants the 
| young men and women. He wants them 

because he loves them. He longs to give 
| 4ife more abundant, not defeat. Then God 
| wants them because he needs them. The 
| battle is on. We are in the thick of the 
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ef his plans. He needs young men and 
women. He needs you. Draw answers 
from the girls. 

What can girls do for the cause of temper- 
ance? Would that all girls refused to use 
wine, champagne, beer, or other intoxicants. 
If the number of young women who use in- 
toxicants could be quoted, it would prove 
most startling. Incredible numbers of young 
women in our cities can be seen, at all hours of 
the day and night, frequenting cafés and eat- 
ing-houses connected with saloons, to say 
nothing of the numbers who drink at fashion- 
able clubs and wine gardens, 

A most practical means of influence all 
girls may take is to strike off your list of 
friends the boys who are known to be tipplers. 

Allow no young man to smoke while walk- 
ing in your company. When overtaken by 
such a one, say politely, ‘*Pardon me, if 
you wish to walk with me you must throw 
away your cigarette.’? You may fear the 
young fellow will think you prudish, but 
down deep in his heart he will respect and 
admire you. Remember, the cigarette is 
the stepping-stone to drink, Most boys 
smoke before they drink, Too often girls 
reply when a young man asks if she objects 
to his smoking, **Oh, no, I rather like it.’’ 
Where girls lead, boys will follow. 

Gils have it almost entirely in their power 
to bring about a reform in drink and tobacco 
if they did but choose to do it. Girls, be in 
truth Christian young women, and join the 
crusade against all forms of intemperance. 


Next Week’s Lesson 

Of how many kings have we studied ? 

Which were good? Which were bad? 

What led to the division of the kingdom? 

Which character studied has helped you 
most? 

What have you learned about God, and 
about sin, this quarter ? 
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. 
Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


¢s FTER Elijah fled, King Ahab had his 
troubles,’’ began teacher, ‘‘Among 
other things his land was invaded 
by an enemy.”’ 

Bert answered his home question by say- 
ing that it was Benhadad, king of Syria, who 
started this war, and he had thirty-two other 
kings with their armies to help him. ‘They 
were the allies sure enough. 

Teacher explained that these other kings 
were rulers over mere districts, maybe like a 
county, but altogether it made a pretty big 
army for those days, far more than Ahab 
had, and he was shut up in Samaria, his 
capital, good and tight. 

When Ahab couldn’t hold out much 
longer, Benhadad sent him word that he 
must surrender and give up all his gold and 
silver, and all his wives and children for 
slaves, Carl had studied up about this part 
of the story. 

Ahab didn’t know what to do. So he 
sent back word, all right, he would do it, 
hoping that at the last minute he might find 
some way out, 

But Benhadad sent word again that the 
next morning his soldiers would march in and 
plunder the city, That showed Ahab there 
was no way out, so he got ready to sell his 
life as dearly as he could. 

When he found Ahab wasn’t going to 
surrender, Benhadad swore he’d tear Sa- 
maria to bits, till there wouldn’t be dust 
enough left to give each of his soldiers a 
handful. But Ahab sassed him back and 
says: ‘*It’s easy to tell what you’re going 
to do. Why don’t you do it?’’ So they 
got ready for the final attack. (1) 

My question was how many men_ the 
Syrians had. At the meeting of our class 
Friday night teacher sHowed me how to 
figure it out from verses 25, 29, and 30 of 
this same chapter. ‘This showed that he had 
at least 127,000, and maybe more. 

Fatty told how Ahab had only 7,230. 
Every Israelite had to lick seventeen and a 
half Syrians. Mr. Mason said it was another 
case like Gideon’s band, and that God was 
going to give Ahab one more exhibition of 
divine power as a last call to repentance 
(v. 13). 

‘*On what persons did Ahab chiefly rely ?”’ 
was Bulldog Jones’ question. 

“A bunch of young fellows that he had 
there that was all live wires,’’ was his answer. 





the multitude of Benhadad’s soldiers? I! Alcohol destroys, and the destruction of fight. God uses people for the carrying out 





Teacher.explained that these were probably 
the servants of a lot of one-horse governors 
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who liad run to the city when the war began, 
and the Lord said he could lick Benhadad 
with tiese cooks and bottle washers. (2) 

Bumps showed on the map where Samaria 
was, and we all took a good look at the les- | 
son picture. It showed a hill in the dis- | 
tance where Samaria once stood. Ben- 
hadad’s army was down on the slope this | 
way from the city, and the young men came | 
out of a gate toward us and marched right | 
down the hill, Each one killed his man, 
and the Syrians lost their nerve and ran for 
their lives. Maybe some of them scrambled 
right up over where the man and pony are 
in the picture. 

Fred told how the old king was half drunk 
when he ordered the attack, and kept right 
on drinking instead of commanding his 
army. So he deserved to be beaten. 

** Do you know of any other defeats caused 
by strong drink ?’’ asked teacher. 

“A bali team can’t win if the players | 
booze,’’ suggested Bert. Teacher read from | 
a newspaper clipping what Connie Mack 
said about ball players not drinking, and | 
wrote on the board ‘ Athletics.”’ : 

* You can’t hold a decent job if you! 
drink,’’ spoke up Bumps, and teacher put | 
on the board ‘ Business,’’ while he told 
how the railroads won’t hire a boozer, aud 
the Carnegie Steel Company promotes ouly 
total abstainers, 

So it went on till the board read : 








ALCOHOL DEFEATS ITS FRIENDS 


in Athletic + 
Business 
Educational 
Social 
Political 
Military 
Spiritual 


- BATTLES 


DEATH TO SUCH A TRAITOR 











Mr. Mason told how fast this enemy is 
being driven out. He says we boys will see 
America dry from sea to sea, and, like the 
lesson, we who are growing up to be young 
men are the ones God is looking to to win 
the fight. He said when we gave our hearts 
to Christ we enlisted in his army to fight 
against sin, and that the church and Sunday- 
school is our training camp, where we are 
getting ready for the big battle. He had us 
look up Ephesians 6: 10-18, that about put- 
ting on the whole armor of God, you know, 
and just as the bell got ready to ring we all 
stood up and read it in concert. 

Next Sunday is review again, Teacher 
didn’t give us any home-study questions, but 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











OMETIMES a difficulty in connection 
with family worship arises from the 
presence of unsympathetic visitors in 

the home, Is it right to expect them to join 
us in our morning sacrifice? Are we not 
taking an advantage of our hospitality to 
press upon their notice an element in our 
life perhaps strange to them, and would they 
not feel uncomfortable if family worship was 
proceeded with apart from some previous in- 
timation of it? In such cases the difficulty 
might be got over by advising beforehand and 
suggesting that while their presence would 
be welcome at family worship, they should 
feel at perfect liberty to be excused. That 
of itself would be a testimony to the place of 
prayer in the bome which would be very 
valuable. It might also discover to you 
some entirely in sympathy with the things of 
God whom you had deemed otherwise dis- 
posed, In any event, we must permit noth- 
ing to break the continuity of our engage- 
ments with the Lord, for that would be to 
rob him of his worship and our families of 
his blessing. 


September 13 to 19 
Mon.—1 Kings 20 : 10-21. 
Defeat Through Drunkenness. 

What a humiliating thing for any one to 
have to take his instructions from a drunken 
person, Benhadad’s drunkenness preceded 
the nation’s downfall. Security and sensu- 
ality cannot long keep company. Drunken- 
ness is a sin greatly to be abhorred. Its 
disastrous effects upon the present life are 
appalling, and, what. is more awful, it unfits 


| for the kingdom of God (1 Cor, 6: 10), 





told us to read in the Bible from 2 Samuel | 
15 to 1 Kings 21, reading it just like it was a | 


story-book, 
out of it on Sunday. (3) 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


Lesson Truths. 
Liquor brings defeat in every line. 
Our young men will win the prohibition 
fight. 
Boys need to be trained as Christian sol- 
diers. 
Beginning. 
Ahab attacked. 


Benhadad's Defeat, 

Who was Benhadad ? 

Who were the thirty-two kings ? 

What demands did Benhadad 
Ahab ? 

Why did Ahab grant the first demands, but 
not the second ? 

What threat did Benhadad make ? 

How large an army did Benhadad have ? 

How many men could Ahab muster ? 

On what persons did Ahab chiefly rely ? 

Where was the battle ? (Picture. ) 

How did it come out? 

Liquors Defeat. 

What helped conquer Benhadad ? 

MW hat defeats now does strong drink cause ? 
(Blackboard. ) 

Who does God want to use in overthrow- 
ing strong drink ? 

What preparation do young men need ? 
(Eph. 6.) 

TERRE Haute, IND. 
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** How to Speak Without Notes me clear, 
brief, practical address by Robert E. Speer, 
one of the strongest, most experienced public 
sheakers of our time. Lt may be had for 20 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 10371 Walnut Street, Phila. 


make on 


1 See * Visiting the Lesson Scenes,”’ 


. page 514 in 
this issue. 


- : 
says we'll have a game | 
Uhen he say ad the same process, 





PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Drunkenness has 
been called **the mightiest of earth's abom- 
inations.’’ Think of the millions of lives 
wasted and ruined by this gigantic evil. Let 
us cry unto the Lord to rid the land of such 
an infernal traffic. Pray for blessing on 
all temperance agencies, Also that a wise, 
sane, and wholesome legislation may hold the 
evil in check. 


Tues.—Isa, 2 : 5-22. 
Helpless through Wrong-doing. 
Note the steps in this down-grade : 

‘** Land full of silver and gold *’ (v. 7). 

‘** Land full of horses "’ (v. 7). 

** Land full of idols’’ (v. 8). 
History is repeating itself, and any one with 
eves cannot fail to see how some of the 
greatest nations of the earth are following 
But riches profit net in 
the day of wrath. How impotent we shall 
stand in ** that day’’ if we have only what 
can be counted in the palm of the hand. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A greater part of 

the misery that ts in the world is more or less 
connected with drunkenness. Prav for 
drunkards’ children, They havea fearfully 
hard lot, Ask God to have pity on the chil- 
dren of criminals and lawbreakers and neu- 
tralise their strong bent to wrong-doing. 


Wed.—Amos 5: 1-8. Revelry With Wine. 

** Ye put far away the evil day.’’ Because 
the sinner thinks of the judgment as being 
far off, he continues to live recklessly, but 
every day brings the dread hour nearer, and 
‘*though a sinner do evil a hundred times, 
and prolong his days, ... it shall not be 
well with the wicked.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prav for those 
who livein the courts, allevs, andslum quar- 
ters of our big cities. There are thousands 
who never have the privilege of breathing 
the pure air of the hills or the seas, Thev 
are exposed to fearful temptations and spend 
their days and nights where the possibilities 
to sin are made very easy. How all such 
need our prayers. 


Thurs.—Isa, 5: 11-24. Greed and Drunkenness, 

Unbelief isin no sense particular as to 
how it expresses itself. Here are vulgar 
forms of it which are abhorrent to God and 
man. Divine warnings are sounded out at 
the beginning and throughout the lesson. 
Woe—woe — woe, ** God’s woes,’’. says 
Spurgeon, *‘ are better than the devil’s wel- 
comes,’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Do we ever think 
of the difficulties our missionaries experi- 
ence? There is the language difficulty, for 
instance. Pray that in grappling with it 
they may be divinely helped. For this work 
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| patience and concentration are required, 
How often missionaries aré tempted to home- 
sickness. Hearts filled with love to God and 
his work are the only safeguard. 
Fri.—1 Pet. 4: 1-11. 

Sobriety and Watchfulness. 

Never was it more necessary for Christians 
to practise self-control in all things beleng- 
ing to the flesh, Senseless luxury, lust, and 
drunkenness have become flagrantly common 
in society which is not distinguished for its 
Christian graces. Let us ‘ watch and be 
sober,’’ for ** the end”’ is near. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : How often wealth 
and wickedness go hand in hand. Let us 
pray for those whose portion is in this life 
only, Pray that those who have entrusted 
to them great riches may prove faithful stew- 
ards and that they may wisely use their 
wealth for the glory of God and the good of 
mankind, 

Sat.— Rom. 14: 13-23. 
Not Eating and Drinking. 

It is perfectly legitimate to eat and to 
drink, but Christian duty may require absti- 
nence from them if their indulgence tends to 
a brother’s injury. ‘* Concessions to the 
weak may help to make them strong, but 
flying in the face of their scruples is sure to 
hurt them in one way or anotlier,’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for ali who 
are laboring in the name of Christ to raise 
the fallen, What grand work is being done 
by the Salvation Army, the Volunteers, 
Rescue Missions, Prison chaplains, and 
Police Court missionaries. These servants 
of God reach great classes of people untouched 
by ordinary church efforts. 


Sun.—1 Cor. 13: 1-13. Mutual Helpfulness. 

Love must be the controlling factor in our 
lives. ‘To love, every burden is light and 
every duty a pleasure. The love which 
endureth all things is love to one another 
and to all men. This isa faint picture of the 
great love wherewith we ourselves are loved 
of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : ‘* A pleasant thing 
at is for the eves to behold the sun,” but think 
of the thousands who have no such joy. There 
are at least one hundred thousand English- 
speaking blind in the world, and not less than 
three millions who speak other languages. 
Pray God to bless every effort made on their 
behalf both for their spiritual and temporal 
welfare. 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 





[ Children at Home 





Snake-Stories 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


UMMER is the time for the annual crop 
of snake-stories. Many of them are 
interesting, few of them are true, 

Here are some of the most usual specimens, 

Jennie Bosler, aged seventeen, of Medina, 
Oiiio, so runs the story, was left alone in the 
house with her small sister, who was _ profit- 
ably employing her time in taking a nap. 
Hearing curious gurgling sounds, Jennie 
was horrified to find that a monstrous black- 
snake had coiled around sister’s neck and 
was slowly choking her to death. With 
rare presence of mind, Jennie stabbed her 
scissors into the serpent’s hissing jaws and 
then snipped the choking coils in two, 
thereby saving sister’s life. The snake was 
a blacksnake and when afterward pieced 
together measured seven feet three and 
three-eighths of an inch in length. The three- 
eighths of an inch shows the absolute accuracy 
of the story. 

Then I read with consuming interest all 
about Silas J. Tatnall, of Four Corners, 
Indiana, Silas was pitching hay up on the 
load when a large blacksnake fell off the 
swath and at once coiled around his neck. 
Silas would have choked to death if it had 
not been for his faithful hired man, John 
Boggs, who came up with a scythe and ac- 
curately mowed the snake off his employer’s 
neck, Silas was revived with difficulty, 
His hair, which had been formerly jet black, 
is now white as the undriven snow, and his 
mind is entirely gone. 

Another gentleman, at Bellows Falls, Mary- 
land, went out one evening to quench an 
innocent thirst in a commendable manner 
from his own well, He found that he had 
been anticipated by a_blacksnake. The 
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fearsome reptile had crawled down the well- 
rope for a drink and as the bucket came up 
at once secured the alleged fuvorite neck- 
hold of his tribe, The owner of the well 
and the neck managed to open his trusty 
jack-knife and cut the snake into wiggly 
pieces. 

When I was a boy, I firmly believed that 
blacksnakes always tried for a strangle-hold, 
and accordingly I would tackle this breed of 
snakes with my shoulders well hunched up 
about my neck, To this simple precaution 
{ probably owe my life! for although I killed 
or caught many a blacksnake in my younger 
days, I was never even slightly choked by 
one, 

I also firmly believed that blacksnakes 
were divided into two groups, the common 
blacksnake and the racer, which latter breed 
had a white ring around its neck, grew 
about ten feet long, and had a bad habit of 
pursuing people at lightning speed. I re- 
member a dear old lady who used to give 
me the most delightful horrors by describing 
an alleged experience with a racer, She 
was passing Blacksnake Lot on her father’s 
farm one evening when a monstrous racer 
came out and glided after her. According 
to Aunt Eunice’s story, he reared up about 
four feet from the ground and still had some 
ten feet available for sprinting purposes, 
Aunt Eunice, however, was some racer her- 
self, and kept just ahead on level ground, 
Fortunately there was a hill near by. On 
this she gained rapidly, for a racer is evidently 
geared too high to be much of ahill climber, 
and finally escaped. 

I also used firmly to believe that a black- 
snake had a mad passion for milk. Some- 
times, according to the stories I heard in my 
credulous childhood, he would be found 
robbing defenseless children who were sitting 
around the Jandscape with bowls of bread 
and milk, 

Another anecdote about the blacksnake 
was. related to me a few summers ago by an 
eminent artist. He told me of seeing 
in the grass his pet kitten crouching near a 
large iron stake. The kitten remained in 
the same position so long that he strolled 
over to see what was the matter and to his 
horror found that the iron stake was a black- 
snake of the usual monstrous dimensions. It 
was erect and rigid and was intently engaged 
in charming the unfortunate kitten. My 
friend hastily armed himself with a bed-slat 
and therewith mightily swatted said snake. 
The reptile, however, was so rigid that the 
slat broke like glass and it was with great 
difficulty that the snake was finallykilled. I 
at once inquired as to whether the kitten’s fur 
turned white. This usual symptom of snake 
encounters, however, seemed to have been 
absent in this instance, although the kitten 
was found to be in a highly overwrought 
state and was never quite the same kitten 
afterward. 

Almost everybody will tell you about find- 
ing blacksnakes charming birds. I once 
heard of a big-game hunter telling a lot of de- 
fenseless boy scouts at their camp-fire about 
finding a ring of charmed birds and squirrels 
and rabbits grouped around a huge rattle- 
suake and how, when he went to kill the 
snake, he nearly fell under the spell himself. 
A well-known nature-writer recently ac- 
counted for this charming-power by proving 
that it was a form of hypnotism, It reminds 
me of a story of that merry monarch King 
Charles the Second, who assembled all the 
scientists that he could conveniently find and 
asked them to account for the fact that if 
you fill a basin full of water and drop a live 
fish into it the water will not overflow the 
basin. ‘The wise men worked for weeks 
trying to find what became of the water tlie 
fish displaced. At last one young chap had 
the bright idea of trying the experiment and 


found that the water would overflow just the 


same with a live fish as with anything else. 
I would suggest to all nature-students that 
they investigate the fact of snake charm be- 
fore they spend much time on the reason. 

According to the story-tellers the only 
saving grace that a blacksnake possesses is its 
hatred for rattlesnakes, which it is supposed 
to wind ‘around and choke to death. Only 
last week a man told me solemnly that by 
protecting the blacksnakes in a certain town- 
ship the rattlesnakes had all been driven 
out, 

‘The rattlesnake is also responsible for 4 
number of stories. For example, many 
people will tell you that if you surround a 
rattlesnake with a ring of fire so that it can- 
not escape, it will commit suicide by biting 
itself. That a female rattler will let her 
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{LESSON FOR SEPT. 19 (1 Kings 20 : 1-21) 


young brood run into her mouth for protec- minutes, If possible aerate the poison by 


tion is another favorite anecdote. Aguin 
they will tell you that the white fat of a 
rattlesnake placed on a bite will draw out 
the poison. A split chicken also has the 
same effect, accordingtothem. So, too, you 
will hear fearsome stories of rattlesnakes 
attacking people, of the mate of a dead 
snake following his trail and lying in wait to 
avenge his death; and, lastly, that whiskey 
swallowed by the quart will overcome the 
venom of the bite of a snake. The usual 
recipe is to keep on drinking until you are 
drunk, That state shows that the poison 
has been neutralized ! 

Another popular snake-hero is the hoop- 
snake, which rolls along like a hoop and has 
a stinger in its tail, I remember a talented 
hired-man, whom I knew as a boy, who 
promised to send me some of the ivory stings 
that he had cut out of the tails of divers 
hoop-snakes killed by him. He never did. 
He told me also that once when hoeing corn 
on a side-hill he heard a rattling noise and 
looked up to see a hoop-snake rolling down 
a furrow toward him. He promptly dived 
under a near-by fence, leaving his hoe stand- 
ing up in the furrow. As he escaped he 
saw the snake straighten out like a spear 
and drive its sting deep into the helpless 
hoe. A few hours later this hired-man came 


back and found that the stricken hoe-handle | 


had swelled up as big as his leg. 

Another dangerous if not fatal snake, 
according to the story-teller, is the puff- 
adder. Then there is the milk-snake, also 
called the checkered or spotted adder. 
According to the newspapers it has the bad 
habit of milking cows and stealing milk from 
dairies. I met an old negro once in the 
pine-barrens of New Jersey who told me 
about a valuable cow which went dry one 
summer without any apparent reason on the 
farm where he worked. Her pasture sloped 
down to a wood-lot. It was noticed that 








every afternoon this cow would go over by | 


the woods and moo, 


a huge milk-snake was seen to crawl out of | factor in sending the child astray. 


the woods and milk the infatuated cow. 


! 


washing out the opened-up fang-marks with 
a solution of permanganate of potash. Keep 
the heart going with injections of atropine 
or spoonfuls of brandy. 


' 


Keep the place | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


covered with moist antiseptic gauze night 
and day until it heals, and you’ll live. 
Drink a lot of whiskey and probably you 
won't. 

PHILADELPHIA, 








| Newsy Temperance 


Facts Briefly Told 





A “Foreign’’ Problem,—The popula- 
tion in the United States does not increase 
naturally alone, but is swelled by immigra- 
tion. Foreign-born whites in 1910 consti- 
tuted sixteen percent of the white population, 
but furnished thirty-two percent of the alco- 
holic insanity, This class, and those having 
one or both parents foreign-born, were 
thirty-nine percent of the population, but 
furnished fifty-six percent of the alcoholic 
insanity, 


Taking Away Their Chance.—‘‘ We 
could give instances of young men whio Jiave 
considerable industrial capacity even though 
not quite up to normal intelligence tests, who 
could very probably maintain themselves in 
society if it were not for the temptations and 
results of alcoholic drinking. Many trouble- 
some drinkers who cost society dear are suf- 
fering from ailments or defects of mind or 
body, and alcohol just turns the balance 
against their maintaining themselves as non- 
criminalistic citizens.’’—Dr. William Healy, 
in ** The Individual Delinquent.” 


Children Who Go Wrong.—Out of one 
thousand cases of juvenile delinquency re- 
ported by Dr. William Healy in his new 
book on the delinquent, distinct alcoholism 
appeared in the parents of 321. Moderate 
drinking was not counted, although attention 
is called to the fact that this class of drinking 
in the home frequently causes irritation, 


She was watched and | bickering, and hard feeling, which may be a 


>? 
Alcohol- 
ism may lead to delinquency through poverty, 


‘‘An’ when we kill dat ol’ snake,’’ ended | neglect of proper food, clothing, housing, 
my colored friend, ** we bus’ him open an’ | schooling, or control of the: child, all of 
nearly a gallon of milk run out, an’ the ol’ | which may result in his or her going wrong. 
cow she go every day an’ moo an’ moo an’ | 
when no snake come she got sick an’ die) 


too,” 
It was a very, very sad story. 


Dry Des Moines.—Enforcement of the 
prohibition law closed the saloons in Des 
Moines. After four and a half months, ac- 


It pains me to have to contradict all of | cording to the Iowa American Issue, there 


these stories and statements. They are in- 
teresting and mysterious and delightfully un- 
eanny. But they aren’t true. As Josh 
Billings used to say, ‘*It is better not to 
know so much than to know so many things 
that ain’t so.’? All these anecdotes that I 
have mentioned ‘‘ain’t so.’’ The black- 
shake never, for example, winds around 
people’s necks or chokes them. It can’t, 
It is not a constrictor. It never drinks milk. 
Nor does a blacksnake or any other colored 
snake charm man or beast or bird. Nor 
does it kill rattlesnakes. There is no ring- 
necked racer that runs after people. The 
largest blacksnake I have ever caught in 
many years of collecting was five feet six 
inches in length, although while I was catch- 
ing it I would have said that it was at least 
eight feet long. 

Rattlesnakes never attack anyone. They 
are immune to their own poison as well as 
that of others of their kind. They never 
swaliow their young, nor does the mate of a 
dead rattlesnake follow its trail to avenge its 
death. Moreover, neither rattlesnake fat, 
split chickens, snake-stones or whiskey will 
cure the bite of a rattlesnake. 

The puff-adder is a harmless snake. The 
rattlesnake and copperhead are the only 
venomous snakes north of North Carolina. 

‘There is no such snake as a hoop-snake. 
Milk-snakes never milk cows nor drink milk. 
They hang around dairies and cow-barns 
because they live on mice, which are usually 
found in those places. 

Lastly, if by any chance you are bitten by 
one of these two venomous snakes, don’t get 
a quart of whiskey and drink until you are 
drunk, according to the time-honored pro- 
cedure for snake-bites. If you do, you will 
clog the heart, which is laboring woundily 
enough under the terrible effects of the vir- 
us, and it may stop. The first thing to be 
done is to slash across the fang-marks down 
to their very bottom and suck the blood and 
venom out as quickly as possible. There is 
no danger in this, as the virus can even be 
swallowed without any bad effects. Then 
ie a tight ligature between the wound and 
the heart and keep it there for not over ten 








was a decrease as compared with a corre- 
sponding period of open saloons of 33 per- 
cent in the cases of insanity, 58 percent in 
cases of inebriety, 33 per cent in juvenile 
cases, 26 percent in divorces, and 23 per- 
cent in criminal cases. The number of 
arrests for drunkenness by the city police 
was reduced 50 percent. New laws govern- 
ing shipments of liquor went into effect July 
I, and are expected to be of material assist- 
ance .in still further reducing the conse- 
quences of liquor drinking. 


Social Drinking and Death.— ‘‘ The 
American Insurance Unions’s membership 
is made up of thirty-seven percent women 
and sixty-three percent men. The thirty- 
seven percent of women furnish but twenty- 
seven percent of our deaths and the sixty- 
three percent of men furnish seventy-three 
percent of our deaths. In other words, our 
women furnished seven deaths to the thou- 
sand, and our men ten deaths to the thousand, 
and this higher death-rate among the men 
can be attributed almost entirely to the so- 
called respectable social drinking habits of 
the land.”’—£x- Congressman J. J. Lents, 
National President American Abstainers’ 
Union, in an address at National Anti- 
Saloon League Convention, July 7, 1915. 


Sweeping Over Europe.—General Gal- 
lieni, Military Governor of Paris, has for- 
bidden the purchase by or sale to soldiers or 
officers in the entrenched camp of Paris of 
any alcoholic liquor, according to the public 
press. The British Board of Control per- 
mits the sale of liquor in licensed places only 
between the hours of noon and 2.30 P. M. 
and 6and8 P.M. Treating and credit are 
forbidden. Sweden’s commission on tem- 
perance education has reported a detailed 
plan for extending the already systematic 
scheme of temperance instruction, recom- 
mending emphasis upon the social as well as 
the individual effects of alcohol, both inci- 
dental and systematic instruction, the inclu- 
sion of temperance teaching in history, 
civics and the natural sciences, popular and 
normal training courses. This plan is now 


recommended for government action, which 
. 


heretofore has been] carried on to a consid- 
erable extent by the federation of temper- 
ance organizations, 


Africa’s Horrible Barroom.—The fol- 
lowing item from the Boston American illus- 
trates a kind of news which appears every 
few weeks, and the handicap which we 
place in the way of Christian civilization 
while we send missionaries at great sacri- 
fices toadvance it. Theitem ran as follows : 
‘*The Estelle Krieger is taking out nearly 
300,000 gallons of rum. The demand for 
rum in the Dark’Continent during the past 
few months has been unprecedented. The 
Charles Whittemore sailed June 12, and the 
schooner Orleans April 22. The three ves- 
sels will land nearly 700,000 gallons of the 
fluid at ports along the west coast of Africa.’’ 
This is the trade that the Rev. Charles 
Satchell Morris has said ‘* has turned the 
entire west coast of Africa into one long 
barroom,’’ 


The 62,920Workers.—The liquor manu- 
facturing industries of the United States, 
according to Dr. Charles Stelzle, employ 
62,920 wage-earners; bread and clothing 
industries, 492,655. Money spent for liquor, 
if spent for bread and clothing, would 
have employed nearly eight times as many 
workers, Not all these displaced workers 
need to he employed in bread and clothing 
industries. Asa matter of fact, of the 62,920 
workers in the liquor industry only about 
25,000 are employed as brewers, maltsters, 
and distillers. The remainder are carpen- 
ters, blacksmiths, machinists, and artisans of 
other kinds, who easily find employment in 
other shops. Between 1904 and 1909, a 
group of indu-tries in the United States em- 
ploying 60,000 workers was abolished, but 
nobody heard of a labor panic as a result. 


West Virginia’s Two Votes.—Prohibi- 
tion Commissioner Fred O. Blue of West 
Virginia called attention at the Anti-Saloon 
League Convention in July to a striking co- 
incidence. In 1887, the West Virginia 
Legislature voted to submit for ratification a 
prohibitory amendment to the state consti- 
tution. It was defeated in 1888 by 76,555 
votes, That same legislature in 1887 en- 
acted a public school temperance education 
law. ‘For twenty-five years, hundreds of 
teachers whose names are unknown and 
fame unsung were training boys and girls as 
to the harmful effects of alcohol. ‘These 
boys became men voters.’? In 1912, the 
prohibitory amendment, lost twenty - five 
years before by 76,555 votes, was ratified by 
a majority of 92,342 votes. ‘*The result of 
that election was the harvest of the sowing.”’ 


A New Thing in Russia and England. 
—In both Russia and England plans are 
being worked out to provide suitable places 
for recreation and healthful social inter- 
course and entertainment. In England it 
is being done through an association which 
undertakes the project, not as a philanthropy, 
but as a self-supporting enterprise, which 
the self-respecting man will be glad to 
patronize, The first houses were started 
near great industrial centers, shipbuiiding 
yards and munitions factories, in an effort to 
relieve the drinking conditions complained 
of. The Russian plan is said to be national 
in scope, providing not only for the sale of 
non-alcoholic drinks in substitution for the 
abolisned vodka, but also music, lectures, 
and other forms of entertainment, classes, 
etc. It is significant that even in the midst 
of the stress of war Russia is giving atten- 
tion to this recognized need of the people. 


Drink and the Slave Trade in Africa.— 
Dr. Fisch, for twenty-five years a medical 
missionary to the Gold Coast of East Africa, 
writing for one of the European journals, 
points out that the slave trade as formerly 
carried on cost the lives of hundreds of thous- 
ands, broke up families and deprived them 
of liberty, but the injury that the drink traffic 
has done to the negroes is worse. This Gold 





Coast country has a favorable climate and is 
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Tone 
YOUR STOMACH 


by pennies the nerves with the 
vital phosphates which promote 
health and vigor. The stomach 
and digestive organs are toned 


and strengthened by taking 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 
Keep a bottle in your home 








wonderfully rich in vegetable and mineral 
products of many sorts, but as drinking has 
increased the living conditions and vigor of 
the people have constantly declined. Neg- 
roes who are not drinkers easily recover from 
pneumonia, but the drinkers die of heart fail- 
ure in spite of all that can be done; tuber- 
culosis, once a rare disease, now runs a 
rapidly fatal course ; degeneracy in the off- 
spring of drinkers is shown not only by their 
lowered resistance to tuberculosis but by fre- 
quent loss by mothers of power to nourish 
their children, by carious teeth, by a special 
form of infantile paralysis, and by a consid- 
erabie increase in idiocy and epilepsy, all of 
which were formerly rare or entirely un- 
known. The character of the people also is 
changing for the worse; crime and immoral- 
ity and disease are increasing and the possi- 
bilities of spiritual uplift are being endan- 
gered. On the other hand, although the liv- 
ing conditions are much harder in the adja- 
cent territory of the Togo but where the 
liquor traffic is prohibited, the people are vig- 
orous, muscular, amiable and apparently free 
from degeneracy. ‘The alcohol trade pois- 
ons the. race ta its roots and menaces its 


future.’’ 
ae 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


306. What woman held court under a palm- 
tree, and what woman of the ‘same 
name was buried under an oak-tree? 

307. What great victory and what great re- 
turn were marked by stones ? 

308. What trophy of a great battle brought 
harm and disgrace to the nation which 
won it? 

309. Where was water poured out as a sym- 

bol of repentance? 

When did thunder win a battle fora 

discouraged army ? 


310. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


301. The plague of hail which killed many 
of the Egyptians as well as their cattle 
(Exod, 9 : 25), and the hailstorm that 
slew the Amorites on their way to Beth- 
horon (Josh. 10 : 11). 


302. The thirty-seven creatures are men- 
tioned im Psalms 8, 22, 32, 33, 42, 50, 
55, 58, 63, 66, 74, 78, 84, 102, 103, 
104, 105, 118, 140, 147). 

303. Fruit-trees (Deut. 20 : 19, 20). 

304. The body of a criminal who had suf- 
fered the death penalty and then hanged 
upon a tree, under Jewish law must 
not be exposed over night (Deut. 21: 
22, 23). 

305. If a man were found dead, the elders of 
the city nearest the body took a heifer 
which had never known the yoke into 
a rough valley which had never been 
ploughed, and there cut off its head 
and washed their hands over the flow- 
ing blood as a token that their city was 
innocent of the blood of the murdered 
man (Deut. 21 : I-9). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


% 


Margaret Silattery’s “* The Girl in Her 
Teens’ is just the book to help you with your 
class of girls. lt may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., at 50 cents, postpaid. 











RE SES SEES 






CN ES eS ae ae 























































een 


518 * 


c— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


SEPTEMBER 4, IQI5 





THE STEAMSHIP 
AGENT'S QUESTIONS 





A coal salesman calls upon a purchasing agent of a 
large steamship company, to secure a contract for his 
product. He produces detailed annual reports in order 
to show Mr. Steamship Company the cost of mining 
his coal. 


He shows photographs of their tipple as proof of the 
careful manner in which the coal is screened and as 
evidence of ample storage capacity. 


He shows dated telegrams and shipping bilis proving 
that car-loads and whole train-loads of coal have left 
the company’s side-tracks the same day the orders were 
received, 


To all this the purchasing agent pays only respectful 
attention, and when the salesman finishes he asks, 
‘* Now will you tell me the heating qualities your coal 
possesses and the percentage of ash it contains? Or, 
in other words, how: efficient is it? How many heat 
units has it? How economically will it produce steam ? 
What is its value to me?” 


YOUR QUESTIONS 


It is a very simple matter to tell how much time The 
Sunday School Times’ ten lesson. writers spénd each 
week in-a careful, prayerful preparation of their articles. 
Tt would’ be only a‘matter of words to explain with what 
scrutiny these artictés are edited ‘and ‘co-related into 
a. composite .whole,.. It would only: be .a question of 
space to elaborate on the value of other departments 
of the paper. 


But what you want to know is, ‘* Will The Sunday School 
Times send me to that class equipped to lead those boys 
and girls, or those men and women, into just what God 
wants them to get out of the lesson ? 


** Will it help to make the lesson alive with fascinating 
interest for me? Will it show me what to teach ¢hem 


and how best to do the teaching ? 


‘‘ Will it give me the great ‘ Sunday-school vision’ and 
show how it can be realized in our school ? 


‘*Is it the Sunday-school help I need ?” 


THE ANSWERS 


THE 
1031 


The coal-salesman replies to Mr. Steamhip Company, 
**T can answer your questions, but a test in your own 
laboratories and a practical trial in your own boilers 
will bring more satisfactory and conclusive evidence of 
the value of my coal to your company than any words 
I can say.’’ 


A sufficient number of specimen copies of ‘The Sunday 
School ‘Times to enable you to make a test of it in your 
own school ‘‘laboratories’’ will gladly be sent tree if 
you will say how many of any one issue are needed. 


SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Street. Philadetphia 


SUNDAY 
Walnut 


Ask for Book Department Catalogue. 








A Monthly Bureau of Information 








For Those Doing Graded Work | 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


MICHIGAN.—We have a@ summer camp 
with twenty-five children ranging in ages from 
five to twelve. We wish to do something with 
the children on Sunday, but have no building, 
and think the children onght to have somethin 
as a substitute for their Sunday-school, 
During tbe week the children care tor them- 
selves except on rainy days, when we find it 
difficult to keep them busy.—L. J 

N a number of communities where the 

people live in tents or have but crude 

bungalows, interesting Sunday-school 
services aie held every season. Where these 
camps have become permanent, provision 
has finally been made for Sunday services, 
building a place from the trees in the vicinity 
and even providing their own furniture from 
the forest. After all, one needs but a com- 
fortable place in order to have the Sunday- 
school, though the difficulty might be in get- 
ting together on a rainy day. 

The pupils you mention might not be old 
enough to do much of the work suggested, 
but perhaps with the aid of older ones they 
might clear a space, gather branches and 
tree-stumps, and thus provide a reasonably 
comfortable place for these services. 

This could afford them activities for the 
week-days and serve to make their Sunday 
work more interesting. Because of the vary- 
ing. ages you have, it would be best not to 
attempt a regular course of study, but the 
memorizing and singing of familiar hymas 
and songs and the telling of connected Bible 
stories ought to provide interesting material 
for the summer, 

Stories could be told: by the teachers, and 
different pupils could be appointed to tell the 
Bible stories in their way. Such books. as 
“*Tell Me a True Stoyy,’’ by Mary Stewart 
(Revell, $1.25 net); ‘*When the King 
Came,’’ by George Hodges (Houghton Mif- 
flin, $1.20); ** The Garden of Eden,’’ by 
George Llodges..(Hougiiton.. Mifflin, $1.50), 
would aid in making the stories fresh and 
vivid. ‘*The-Heart of-the Bible.’’ by Ella 
Broadus Robertson (Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
$1 and $1.50), presents the stories in Bible 
language, but might not be as valuable for 
this purpose as the other books mentioned. 
During the week the older children might 
be interested in using the sand-pile to aid 
them in better “understanding the Sunday 
Bible lessons. 

During the week the children evidently 
are under no special direction, but if you 
would start a bird club or a nature study club, 
I think you would find that with very little 
direction the children could be interested on 
the rainy days as well as on the sunny ones, 





LONG ISLAND.—We have a Mothers’ Club, 
which meets One afternoon each week at te 
homes of the members in turn, ‘Lhey bring the 
children, who are cared for by Beginners or 
Primary teachers of our church. How can we 
make the afternoons profitable as well as inter- 
esting to the mothers ?—J. C, 

HE fact that the community spirit is such 
that the club is meeting at the homes 
of the different members would indi- 

cate that the social standing of the mothers | 
is about the same, and that they would prac- 

tically have about the sameinterests. What 

you can do depends upon the number of 
mothers present and accommodations for 

them. If there is but a small group and 

they can meet comfortably upon the piazza, 

the reading and discussion of a book, a chap- 

ter or so a week, is about the best thing that 

can be done. ‘This book may be of a serious 

nature and theoretical, or it may confine 

itself wholly to practical things which the 

mothers meet day by day. But in either case 

plenty of time should be allowed for free dis- 

cussion of the topic. 

‘© A Study of Child Nature,’’ by Elizabeth 
Harrison (Chicago Kindergarten College, $1 
net), deals with problems which every mother 
faces, including the training of the child’s 
instinct of justice, of right and wrong pun- 
ishments, the training of the will, the train- 
ing for worship, and the training of the faith 
of the child. The last-named chapters are 
invaluable. 

‘¢The Mother in Education,” by Florence 
Hull Winterburn (McBride, Nast & Co., 





$1.50 net), offers a logical and practical plan 
« 


of home education, and is intended to mee 
the needs of a mother who has only a liniuted 
amount of time at her disposal. 

If the teachers ars interested in the heaitn 
of children, ** The Care and ‘Training of Chil 
dren,’’ by Le Grand Kerr, M, D, (Funk & 
Wagnalls, 75 cents net), would not only be 
helpful, but would be deeply interesting fo: 
discussion, 

It may be that the mothers would prete. 
to have the afternoon spent in becoming bet 
ter acquainted with nature, in order that they 
might be able to answer the questions of 
children and lead them to appreci:te the 
beauty that is about them. There are many 
nature-books, and by consulting your public 
library or the kindergarten teacher of your 
vicinity, you might have access to books on 
birds and flowers. The following books 
used by teachers in normal schools may be 
obtained locally, and give in simple form ma. 
terial for discussion: ** How to Know the 
Wild Flowers,’? Dana (Scribners, $2 net); 
**Trees in Winter,’’ Jarvis and Blakeslee 
(Macmillan $2 net); ‘* Handbook of Nature 
Study,’? Comstock (Comstock Pub. Co., 2 
vols., each $2); ‘*‘the Living Plant,’’ Gan 
ong (Ilolt, $3.50 net). 

Some books of mature character, beauti- 
fully illustrated, are: ** What I Ilave Done 
with Birds,’’ Gene’ Stratton-Porter (Bobbs 
Merrill Co., $3 net); ‘* Birds of the United 
States and Canada,’? Thomas Nuttall (Little, 
Brown & Co., $3 net); ‘*The Rose Book,” 
Thomas and Easlea (Funk & Wagnalls, $2 
net); ** The Well-Considered. Garden,”* Mrs. 
Francis King (Scribners, $2 net). 

The singing of songs, the playing of games, 
and the telling of stories which children love 
would also be of interest to these mothers, 
and this might be one way of making variety 
at the end of the afternoon, even if the read- 
ing and discussion of a book had been 
adopted. 


i +4 
Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home Department Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


People in our community seem to be under 
the impression that the Home Department is 
for shut-ins only. What is the latest thought 
about this ? 

IIE Home Department of to-day is tor 
any one who does not attend Sunday 
school. Certainly it is for shut-ins,— 

the aged and infirm, invalids, and mothers ot 
little children ; but it is also for those who 
on account of their employment, or any 
other reason, do not attend. Any person 
who is not enrolled in some Sunday-sci oo! 
muy be considered a prospective Llome De 
partment member. 





What state has the largest Home Depart- 
ment membership ? 
gett According to the tas¢ 
international report, Pennsylvania has 
131,408 members, ‘Thirty-four coun 
ties have Home Departments in at least torty 
percent of their schools. The state’s pro 
gram of service calls for 
1, A Home Department in every Sunday 
school. 
2. A better Home Department where onc 
already exists. 
New York has 91,054 Home Departmen: 
members ; Ohio, 62,315 ; Illinois, 54,258 





Have you any late evidence that Home De 
partment members graduate into the main 
school ? 

OLLOWING are extracts strom letter: 
received from Illinois County Home 
Department superintendents in May 

1915: 

**We have one superintendent who re 
ports additions to the regular school from 
the Home Department each month, and yet 
the department is increasing in size each 
month.’’—Adams County. 

‘‘The Home Department is a help in 
bringing adults into the Sunday-school and 
church. In our own city many adult classes 
have taken members from the Home Depart 
ment.’’—Cass County. 

**A number of Home Department mem 
bers are joining the Sunday-schools. One 
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department reports twelve such promotions.”’ 
—Greene County. 


Do vou know of any county in which every 
Sunday-school has a Home Department ? 
DGAR COUNTY, Illinois, has a Home 
Department in every one of its sixty- 
five Sunday-schools, ‘lhis is the first 
county in Illinois toreach one hundred per- 
cent on Home Department organization. 
There are 2,546 Home Department mem- 





bers in the county, thus making an average | 


membership of nearly forty. 


Mrs. J. G, Humrichouse, under whose 


supervision as county superintendent this | 


goal was attained, writes : ‘* Every Sunday- 
school in Edgar ‘County now has a Home 
Department. We do not think our work 
finished, but that there is a wider field open 
for a greater work in the Master’s King- 
dom.’’ 





What can Visitors do to interest Home De- 
pirtment members in the church services ? 
EAVE in the homes visited a card on 
which is printed the regular or special 
announcements of the church. 

Refer in a complimentary way to some re- 
cent church event, a sermon, a solo, or some 
additions to the congregation. ‘Tell of some 
success achieved by a class, or the school. 

Be familiar with the plans of the church 
and school, the events to come, such as the 
special days, and tell of them so enthusi- 
astically that a desire to attend may be cre- 
ated. 

A resourceful and tactful Visitor will think 
of many ways of bringing the church services 
tothe favorable attention of members. The 
Visitor has an opportunity to do much more 
than deliver quarterlies and collect reports. 


% 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


CONNECTICUT.—1. Are the Classes reported 
as graduating by the state association largely 
city training-schools or classes in the individual 
Sunday-schools ? 

2. Are examinations sent out by the state or 
given by the instructors ? 

. Are the graduates reported mostly teach- 
ers or prospective teachers ? 

4. Does the state suggest the line of study 
for classes or does each class or training- 
school make out its own curriculum ? 

. How successful have you been in getting 
definite reports ? 

6. Have many of the classes been dropped 
after a course of one, two, or three years ? 

HE answers to these questions are based 
on the work done in Pennsylvania, 
with which I am most familiar. 

1. The classes reported as taking the reg- 
ular teacher-training course are very largely 
classes in individual schools, Some are 
community classes, and others classes in 
colleges and normal schools. None have 
finished the course in the city training- 
schools, though a number cover the Bible 
section of the course in the city school. 


2. The examination blanks are sent out | 
by the state association, and are returned to | 


the State Teacher-Training Superintendent 


for marking. Even the college classes do | 
this of their own choice, and without an ex- | 
of training classes | 


ception the teachers 
cheerfully accept this plan. 

3. The large majority of the graduates are 
prospective teachers. Many of them 
appointed to teach in the school immediately 
alter finishing the course of study. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


are | 


4. We recognize only the courses of study | 
approved by the International Sunday School | 


Association, and all examinations are based 
on these text-books. 

5. Very little difficulty has been met in 
getting necessary reports, The classes ap- 
preciate the interest of the state association, 
and are glad to have the recognition offered. 

6. Many classes do not continue more 
than one or two years, though we have had 
classes give seven years to the studies. 
All are urged to take at least the First Stand- 
ard course, After that as Jmany as possible 
are led on to advanced work, and a good 


Y 


proportion are encouraged to continue by | 
the helpfulness of the first course. 





NEW YoRK.—In an issue of The Sunday 
School Times vou answered a question concern- 
ing the teacher-training courses as used by | 
schools and colleges, and I quote you as saying | 
that quite a number of colleg*s and normal | 
schools use these first standard teacher-training | 
courses, while some have courses in the advaneed | 
work. May | ask if vou willsend me the names | 
of these colleges and normal schools that are 
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How can our workers be induced to read 
the splendid beoks in our workers’ 
library ? 

Is our teacher-treining class producing 
the desired results? If not, why not? 


4. Can we raise our per capita: offering to 


| 45. 


16, 


17. 
18. 


using these courses? Last winter we had a | 19, 
| question that was a-ked by one of our County | 


Teacher-Training Superintendents regarding 
this very thing and we were not able to quote 
the names of any colleges that were using these 
courses. ‘There seems to be some sort of an in- | 
definite idea concerning it, but | could not give | 
her any real information. I would appreciate 
any names you migh: send me.— lTEACHER- 
‘TRAINING SUPERINTENDENT OF THE NEW | 
YORK STATE SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


| AM unable to speak for other states, but 
in Pennsylvania the following colleges 
and normal schools have classes taking 
the first standard teacher-training course, and 
in one or two of these some students tak- 
ing advanced work : Lebanon Valley College, 
Annville; The Moravian College, Bethle- 
hem ; ; Juniata College, Huntingdon; Cum- 
berland Valley State Normal School, Ship- 
pensburg; Kutztown State Normal School ; 
Lincoln University; and Bucknell Univer- 
sity, Lewisburg. The classes in the last 
named school are conducted in the frater- 
nities. 

All these college classes take the official 
examinations provided by the Peunsylvania 
State Sabbath School Association. 

In addition to those I have named, classes 
in the Crozier Baptist Theological Seminary 
are taking the advanced teacher-training 
course under the supervision of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, 





Ask Marion Lawrance 





ILLINOIS.—We are planning for asix o'clock 
dinner for the teachers and officers of our Sun- 
day-school. On each place card we want a 
question relating to mday-school work, 
questions that will interest the younger te ach- 
ers as well as those of long experience. Can 
you send us such a list of questions ?—L. M. P. 


OUR Workers’ Meeting, beginning with 
a dinner at six o’clock, is good, 


in Chicago, the meetings being held only 
once in two weeks. We meet at six o’clock 
for a social time and sit down to the supper 
at six-thirty. As soon as supper is over we 
begin the discussion of general problems and 
continue until eight o’clock ; then the meet- 
ing divides according to the divisions of the 
school, and the sections discuss their divi- 
sional and departmental work. 

Possibly some of the following questions 
would be found helpful. ‘They are given 
with no thought of order, and some are in- 
tended for officers and some for teachers : 


1. How may we increase the esprit de corps 
of our Sunday-school ? 

2. How may we interest the non-attendant 
members of our church in our Sunday- 
schoo] ? 


3. What should we do with a scholar who 
is habitually tardy without apparent 
excuse ? 

4. How may we secure home-study of the 
lesson ? 

5. How may the reports be gathered so as 
to interfere the least with class-work ? 

6. How may we improve the equipment of 


our Sunday-school ? 


7. What is the best way to cultivate the 
social life of our school ? 

8. What is the percentage of attendance to 
enrolment in the various departments 
of our school ? 

9g. What reasons can be given for the per- 
centage of attendance to enrelment 
being larger in some departments than 
in others ? 

10. How may we direct the through-the- 
week activities of the school ? 
11, How may the teen-age boys and girls be | 


interested in missionary subjects ? 





We | 
have-used this plan in our own school | 





— 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


w 
> 


36. 


37: 


38. 


five cents? If so, how? 

Shall we ask each member of the’ school 
above the Junior Department to make 
a definite financial pledge for each’ 
Sunday? 

What should be the ‘real motive of a 
Sunday-school teacher ? 

How may our Sunday-school and church 
be brought more closely together ? 

Is the spirit of reverence in our Sunday- 
school all that it should be’? If not, 
how may we remedy the matter? 

How many of our teacher have read 
one good Sunday-school book within 
the last year? . 

Is there any system or method about our 
benevolences ? 

What are we doing to bring new schol- 
ars into the Sunday-school ? 

How may we keep up the interest during 
vacation time ? 

What are the strong points and the weak 
points in our Sunday-school orchestra? 

What can the teachers do to help the 
pastor more ? 

Are we doing all we should in the teach- 
ing of temperance and securing of 
temperance pledges ? 


. What is the best way to deal with a dis- 


orderly pupil? 
How may we secure the use of the Bible 
in the general services of the school? 


. How may we secure the use of the Bible 


in the teaching of the lesson ? 


. How may we induce our scholars to 


attend the church services? 
How may the singing of the school be 
improved ? 


. Should we have a Decision ‘Day service 


for the securing of decisions for Christ ? 


. What is the best expression of Sunday- 


school evangelism ? 


. Where and how is our Sunday-school 


touching its denominational life ? 
What is our Mt hae naman doing for the 
community-? 


. What can our school do toward electing 


good men and securing righteous 
measures at the polls ? 

What proportion of our members have 
confessed Christ and united with the 
church ? 

What changes are desirable in the open- 
ing and closing exercises of our 
school ? 

Are our visitors being treated as cour- 
teously as they should be ? 

To what extent is the teacher responsi- 
ble for preserving order in the class? 
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40. How may punctuality be secured in at- 
tendance ? i 


41. Is it desirable for the classes of our Sec-' 
ondary Division to be organized ? 

42. Are our organized classes doing things 
worth while ? 

43. Is our school - regularly contributing tq 
the Sunday-school work of its denomi 
nation ? 

44, What are we doing financially for the 
organized Sunday--chool work as re 
resented in our County Association ? ¢ 

45. Are we sending delegates regul: arly t 
the denominational and interdenomi+ 
national meetings ? { 

46. Are we getting the most out of our spe- 
cial days, such as Easter, Christmas, 
Rally Day ? 

47. Are our lessons thoroughly adapted id 
the scholars who are using them? 

48. What can we do to hold the older hoys 

49. Is our Sunday-school well graded ? 

50. Is our Sunday-school helping to lift the 


church, or is it leaning upon it ? 4 





ILLINOIS.—In your-experience as a Sunday? 
school superintendent what have you found 16 
be the best basis for the enrolment of members ? 
Do you advise limiting the enrolment tq 
those who attend, or who agree to try to 
attend, with a certain degree of regularity? If 
so. in what category do you place those who 
only attend occasionally? My own school has 


always followed the plan of unlimited member- 


ship, but this handicaps the classes in any en+ 
deavor to secure a high percentage of atiend- 
ance.—M. H, F. 


HERE are two sides to the question of 
dropping names from a regular Sunday; 
school roll. Sometimes the slender 

connection that is maintained by keeping thé 

name on the roll, even though the attendancé 
is irregular, is the thread that permanently 
holds them to the school. However, it is 
unwise to mar the record of a class by carry- 
ing a lot of names of those who do not attend, 
or are very irregular, 

The best plan, I think, is to carry a namé 
until the end of the quarter unless you know 
the scholar is permanently lost, by removal, 
death, or some other sufficient reason. Meant 
while, use every effort possible to restore that 
scholar to attendance, At the end of the 
quarter, if there seems to be no hope of s 
curing attendance, drop the name ; but neve 
dropa name until after one or more person 
visits. If there is any hope at all of securin 
the scholar, do not entirely drop the nam 
Many classes, however, have a desire t 
reach a certain standard of perfection whic 
requires attendance; consequently som 
schools adopt the habit of calling irregul 
attendants, visitors, entering their names 
upon the class-book in a different colored 
ink, and regarding them as visitors, although 
their names are still recorded, 











OUTDOORS, INDOORS 
and UP THE CHIMNEY 


By Charles McIlvaine 


Many parents and teachers have begun to find out the real value 
stories in furnishing an answer to the 
what, when, and how questions of the child in regard to things noticed 
every day. As a result of this discovery, several states have placed 


of this book of true Nature 


the book on their library lists. 


The following chapter headings give an idea of the objects which are 
so well examined and described in the book: 


If I Came from the Moon. 
Why the Stove Smokes. 
What Dust Does for Us. 
Our Friends the ‘Toadstools. 
Only a Lump of Coal. 
Our Indoor Neighbors, 
Only an Egg. 

On the Seashore. 
Under Creek Waters. 


Mice. 


75 Cents Postpaid 


Order through your Bookseller, or direct from the Publishers i 


The Sunday School Times Co., 


Scares that are Useless, 

The Beginning of Plants. 
Plants that Poison. 

A Study of Flies. 

Fireflies, 

The Busiest of Insects. 

Jack Frost. 

In the Dark. 

Our Underground Neighbors. 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Itineraries of Some of the 





Forty Ways and More 


to the 







title of an 
attractive booklet 
issued by the 


Chicago & North Western Ry. 


which outlines in concise form 
carefully planned itineraries 
covering over forty different routes 
from Chicago to California, and shows 
plainly by outline maps how you 
may see both Expositions and visit 
the scenic localities the West has to 
offer the tourist. 

Mailed free with other literature, 
giving rates, complete train service 
and full particulars by applying to or 
addressing C. A. Cairns, G. P.& T.A., 
C. & N. W. Ry., 226 W. Jackson St., 
Chicago. Bx2919 














“ MOME-MAKING, THE NEW PROFESSION.” is a x00-pp. il- 

justrated handbook—it’s FREE. Home study 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, s02 \. 69th St., Cuicaco, ILL. 





i 
Why We Boys 
Don’t Smoke 
Cigarets 


A bunch of letters written 
by boys who give their own 
reasons : 


Why We Stopped Smoking 
Why We Never Smoked 


Single copies, 5 cents; 50 cents 
a dozen; $4.00 a hundred, 
These prices include postage 











Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Times Co, 


1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











Ge Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, September 4, 1915, 


Advertising Rates: — 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Lbuiid- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates’ 





of the 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 

separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
One copy, ‘five years, $6.00. 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to any 

nion at 

the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
or halt-yearly Subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
of The Sunday School Times Company. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL T1MEs Co., Publishers, 


advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 
One copy, or any number of 
per year. 
One free copy addi- 
$1.00 rate. 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
Warwick Lane, Londen, E. C., will receive yearly. 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Real Promotion Day 
(Continuea from page 508) 


taxing into consideration the child and his 
home, ana if the book will pass under these 
rules, a grade of go percent or above, a blue 
star is attached. If between 70 and 90, a red 
staris attached. The items for memory work 
for each quarter are typewritten and pasted 
in the front of the pupil’s book. As the points 
or memorized, a gold staris affixed. Atthe 
end of the year the book are assembled with 
the honor work and the memory work, and 
th pupils are graded according to the work 
done, Those who have done the book work 
and kept up their attendance are given a cer- 
tificate of promotion, and if all the memory 
work has been done, a gold seal is attached 
to the certificate. Blue and red seals are at- 
tached for other percentages of memory work 
done. The pupil is also given recognition 
by blue ribbons with a gold seal for a grade 
above go percent, and a red ribbon with a 
gold seal for work between 70 and go percent. 

The parents of the boys and girls are given 
written invitations to attend the promotion 
service, which is held in the auditorium of 
the church. At this time each grade is ex- 
pected to appear on the program with some 
of the required work memorized. After the 
program and the giving of the certificates 
the pupils and parents adjourn to the base- 
ment of the church, where, in the various 
rooms, is put on exhibition the work done 
and the grades affixed. This excites great 
interest, and is a stimulus to the boys and 
at as well as to the parents to do the work 
well, 


PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 
Junior Department International 
Graded Lessons 
SYNDICATE MATERIAL 


prepaent by Mrs. Ella M. Snow, Elementary 
uperintendent North Dakota Sunday 
School Association 


First Year 
First Quarter: First’ Psalm ; Luke 2: 
Hymn, *‘ Nearer, my God, to thee.” 
Second Quarter: Psalm 121; ‘* Boys’ Hymn” 
(Lesson 17) ; John 20 : 11-13, 
Third Quarter: Rainbow Bookmark. Library 
Drill ; The Ten Commandments ; Hymn, 
** Guide me, oh, thou great Jehovah."’ 
Fourth Quarter: Psalm to7; Honor Work, 
** Consider the Lilies."’ 


8-20; 


Second Year 


First Quarter: Special questions in note-book; | 


Map work; Story of Martin Luther; Hymn, 
‘“‘A mighty fortress’’ ; ‘* Magnificat’’ 
(Luke r : 46-54). 


Second Quarter: Special questions in note- | 


book ; Hymn, ‘There is a green hill’; 
Hymn, ‘All hail the power’’; 
(Matt. 5 : 3-12). 

Third Quarter: Hymn, “The Son of God 
goes forth to war'’; Book of Missionary 
Stories (Carey, Morrison, Judson, Lee & 
Whitman. 

Fourth Quarter ; Book of Missionary Stories, 
continued (Evans, Livingstone, Paton); 
Honor Work, ‘ From Greenland’s icy 
mountains’’; Hymn, ‘‘ How firm a foun- 
dation."’ 


Third Year. 


First Quarter: Poem, ‘‘ My Desires"’ ; Hymn, 
‘*While Shepherds Watched"’ ; Ecclesi- 
astes I2 : I-7. 


Second Quarter; ‘‘Your Niche’’ (Boys’ part, 


Girls’ part); Drawing of ground plan of | 


Temple ; Story of Moabite Stone. 


Third Quarter: Psalm 137 : 1-4; Collect ‘Tem- | 


perance items and facts, Collect ‘lemper- 


ance pictures (put into scrap-book); ‘Tem- | 


perance Song. 

Fourth Quarter: Psalm 95 : 1-7; Hymn,“ Faith 
of Our Fathers." (Let each pupil choose 
from the appended list, on p. 303 of ‘Teach- 
ers’ Text Book, fourth quarter, third year, 
one of the seventeen topics for a written 
story. ) 

Fourth Year. 

First Quarter: Honor Work, ‘‘Jesus Saviour, 
Pilot Me*’; Doxology. 

Second Quarter: Apostles’ Creed; Hymn, 
**Break Thou the Bread of Life’’: De- 
cision for Christ ; Story of Life of Christ. 

Third Quarter: Psalm 96 : 1-10; Honor Work, 
**Sow the Seed Beside All Waters’’; Mis- 
sionary Hymn. 

Fourth Quarter: Hymn. “Oh, Day of Rest 
and Gladness"’; Honor Work, Missionary 
Book ; Honor Work, Story of our Bible ; 
Our Bible and its Use (Driil). 

Farco, NortH DAKOTA, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 19, 1915 
World Ideals, and How Foreign Mis- 
sions Will Promote Them 
(Dan. 2 : 36-45). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—World-peace (Isa. 65 : 17-25). 
‘lUES.— World-unity (Isa. 66 : 18-24). 
WED.—World-brotherhood (Rom. 14 : 7- 


13). 
THURS. — World-religion (Mal. 1 : 11). 
FRI.—World-law (Isa. 42 : 1-4). 
Sat.—A world-king (Rev. 19 : 11-21). 











What is the peace ideal ? 

How do foreign missions promote brother- 
hood ? 

What world ideals does the Bible create? 


HRISTIANITY is the message of one 
God and Father of all mankind. 
Jesus taught that his Father sent his 
rain upon the just and the unjust, that all 
the world was included in his love, that all 
mankind was under his care. Other relig- 
ions have conceived of local and racial gods 
but Christianity knows only one God. ‘This 
is the most powerful unifying idea of which 
we can conceive. Men cannot truly hold to 
one God and separate from one another, 
“ 


Christianity is the message of peace and 
good will. It taught and it still teaches that 
men are to seek the good of their brethren 
and never to believe that apart from that 
they can have any good of their own. 

‘* Ah, when shall all men's good 


Be each man’s rule, and universal Peace 
Lie like a shaft of light across the land?” 





Seatitudes | 


Only when men accept the principle of 
Christ, and set unselfishness above selfishness. 
| Then there will be peace and each man’s 
| good will be better because it rests upon all 
men’s good. 


% 


| Christianity is the message of righteous- 

| ness. It bade and it bids every man to do 
right and only right always, and it conceives 
righteousness as the obligation of men in 
nations as well as in families and alone. 

| What it would bg wrong for an individual to 

| do it is wrong for a government to do. Only 
when men accept this teaching of Christ will 
there be genuine peace. 


‘*O Lord of Peace, Who art Lord of Righteous- 


ness, 
| Constrain the anguished worlds from sin and 
grief, 
Pierce them with conscience, purge them with 
redress, 
And give us Peace which is no counterfeit.” 


% 


Christianity is the message of brotherly 
love and unity. The two commandments 
which Christ gave to his disciples to which 
he gave the pre-eminence were the command- 
ment to love one another as he had loved 
them, and the commandment to share the 
good news which he had brought them. with 
all mankind. Unifying love was the char- 
acteristic of the early Church which most 
deeply impressed the world. Christ’s great 
prayer was that such unity might grow 
among men as bound him and his Father 
| together in one. This principle is the 
world’s great need. It alone and not com- 
merce or diplomacy or science or art will 
ever make peace. 





When men serve one another in love there 
will be peace. 


‘* Were half the power that fills the world with 
terror, 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and 
courts, 
Given to redeem the human soul from error, 
‘There were no need of arsenals and forts. 
The warrior’s name would be a name abhorred ! 
And every nation that should lift again 
Its hand against a brother, on its forehead 
Would wear for evermore the curse of Cain! 








(Lesson for Sept. 19) - Sept. 4, rors, 


**Down the dark Future through long genera 
tions, 
The echoing sounds grow fainter, and then 


cease ; 
And like a bell, with solemn, sweet vibrations 
1 hear once more the Voice of Christ say 
‘Peace.’ 
Peace ! and no longer from its brazen portals 
The blast of War's great organ shakes the 
skies ! 
But beautiful as songs of the immortals, 
The holy melodies of love arise t"’ 


% 


No peace but Christ’s peace can ever be 
the world’s peace. 


Whoever refuses to be one with Christ 
postpones the unity of mankind. 


We can come together only around a 
center. The only center is Christ’s cross. 


NEw York City. 


RALLY DAY MUSIC 


The Joy of Service Samples free to pastors 


and superintendents. § 
cents each, 55 cents the dozen. Contains exer- 
cises and recitations. 
A cantata for any sea- 

Crowning the Queen son. Use it from asa 
** money-getter,”” for which it is intended. Send for 
returnable sample. 

1ALL-MACK CO., 1018-20 Arch Street, Phila 

. k. Hathaway, West. Agt., 425 5S. Wabash, Chicago. 


No. 1011 — No. 1012 


These numbers stand for the Two Best RALLY DAY 
Post Cards ever issued. Send for circular and sam- 
ples. General Catalog Free. The Practical Sunday 
School Supplies Co., 14 W. Washington St., Chicago, Lil 


+ SHAW FURNITURE CO. 


SUCCESSORS TO 
A.B. & E.L. SHAW CO 
MAKERS OF 
Church Chairs, Pulpits 
Communion Tables, 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 
50 SECOND STREET 
EAST CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


Catalogue on request. 


CH FURNITURE 


Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, Altars, Book 
Racks, Tables, Desks—EVERY THING. 
The Anest furniture made. Direct from our 
factory to yourchurch. Catalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros. & 


Co, Dept. 60. « Greenville, Hl, 


CHURCH PEWS 
and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd,, 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 



























WILLIAMS PIANOS 





AND ORGANS for homes and churehes sent on 
approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept.T,Chicago 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Does YOUR Church use this 
and sanitary method? 
for og and special 


Outfits on 
LIMA, OH10 


POCONO MANOR INN | 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W. R. R.- 
Under Quaker management; 1,800 feet above sea 
level; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; 
ample garage; fine stone roads. J.W. Hurley, Mgr. 





















Scientific methods with practical 
training tor the ministry. rge 


HARTFORD faculty and library. 
THEOLOGICAL 
Graduate fellowships, both foreign SEMINARY 


and resident. Open to college 
raduates of all churches, 
ssociated with Hartford School of Religious 
dagogy, training Sunday School and other lay 
workers. Kennedy School of Missions, fitting for 
foreign service. Address M. W. JACOBUS, Dean 
of Seminary, Hartford, Connecticut. 


Preparation for 
Social and Religious Service 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School 


prepares young women of American and foreign 
parentage for social and religious service among 
their own people ; also for pastors’ seeretarics, and 
the various forms of institutional church work. 
Correspond with the Principal, 


Mrs.MaryW.Mills,SI11 FowlerAve.,S.E, ,Cleveland,0. 























GORDON 








Departments of Theology. Missions, Methods. 
curriculum. Faculty of distinguished leaders and rec- 
nized specialists. Interdenominational, evangelical. 
or college and non-college men and women. Address 
for catalog and correspondence, Dean Nathan R. 
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A Bible Institute of College Grade 


bd #9459 


Wood, Gordon Bible Institute, Boston, Mass. i] 








